Museum Matters
the Spring 2012 newsletter of the

Elk Rapids Area Historical Society
Exploring the past... Understanding the present... Envisioning the future

A new home and new opportunities!

Former home of ERAHS

ocated at the Township Hall basement since being established in
1985, the Elk Rapids Area Historical
Society has a new home.

L

The Elk Rapids Methodist Church has generously donated their beautiful 1901
church building located at 301 Traverse
Street, to be our new historical museum.

On the Move! ERAHS President Dan LeBlond, Treasurer Adam Schuler, Trustee Dan
Wettlaufer, Secretary Judy Hahn, Trustee Marjorie Paradis and Trustee Glenn Neumann in
front of the new historical museum site at 301 Traverse St.

please turn “New Home” on page 4

Not pictured: Greg Reisig - Vice-President, Jane Lund - Trustee, Marcia Graham - Trustee.
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Vision Statement
The Elk Rapids Area Historical Society and Museum will be a
distinguished leader in defining the unique history of the region
by connecting the past, present and future through:
• Historical Preservation
• Community Collaboration

The car pictured on the cover
page is a 1922 Model T Ford touring car owned by Elk Rapids resident, Tom MacGregor.
Our thanks to Ross and Howard
Richter who are working to
remove the old plaster and paneling in our new basement.

• Educational Programs
• Research Documentation

Mission Statement
The Elk Rapids Area Historical Society and Museum is a center
that inspires people to explore the past, understand the present
and envision the future.

A special thank you to Jim Witte,
founder of "The W Group" in Elk
Rapids for photography and
design of a truly outstanding
ERAHS brochure.

We accomplish this by:
• Serving as the authority on regional history
• Preserving artifacts pertinent to the region
• Promoting, collaborating and supporting community activities
• Providing a center for community engagement and education
• Assisting with research and learning
• Ensuring history is an integral component of community
development
• Sharing our past as the foundation for the future
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The Elk Rapids Area Historical Society.
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President’s Report:

We’re on the move!
Dan LeBlond

'm pleased to announce
that the Society has
resumed publication of
its newsletter "Museum
Matters."

I

A big thank you goes out to
Bill Chrisman and Craig
Handley, who have volunteered to edit and handle the
graphic arts and layout associated with the publication.

Much has happened over the
last twelve months - especially last May when the
Society accepted the Elk
Rapids United Methodist
Church's donation of their
land and building at 301
Traverse Street as the future
site of the Museum. A few
items have been moved over;
but, many of our members
have asked, "When are you
going to be actually out of the
old 401 River Street location
since it is no longer open to
the public?"

Thanks to Bill and Craig we
now have a new logo. It will
appear on letter head, website banners and other media
in addition to this newsletter.
It combines the steeple and Our lease has been extended
stained glass window fea- to May 31st. We plan to be
out by then with the exceptures of our new building:

tion of some of the furniture
(display cases) that we are
arranging with the Historical
Elk Rapids Town Hall
Association (HERTHA) to
keep at the old location until
we determine what the
exhibit area will be at the new
location. We are going to
place the many boxes of collection and archive material
on the lower level of 301
Traverse. Needless to say
after the immediate move,
we will not have our traditional exhibits set-up yet.
We will be using the upper
level to hold our monthly
programs and a couple special exhibits this summer.
Much preparation has been
going into the move. Sally
Frye our Curator and her
dedicated crew of volunteers
have been working for many
months inventorying the collections at the old location,
boxing them up and applying
labeling indicating where
they belong in the archives or
future exhibit areas. Glenn
Neumann, and volunteer
Howard Richter have been
moving a few items over –
thank goodness Howard has
a pick-up truck!
continued next page

Susan Hall, Sally Frye and Glenn Neumann at work in the former ERAHS location. Note: Susan has
also been the seamstress, sewing tags in all of the many textiles including over 50 hats.
Photo by Bill Chrisman
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Before any more things are
moved over, we are in the
midst of preparing to
upgrade the furnaces with
more efficient ones, include
air conditioning in the
upgrade and install a vapor
barrier/insulation along all
the interior of the lower level’s walls. Last summer we
did experience high humidity conditions on the lower
level. Our storage areas must
have proper humidity, with
temperature control. We are
in the final stages of receiving
contractor quotes.
We are even getting an architect’s quote to provide construction drawings for a
handicapped “lift/elevator.”
Volunteers, working on the
lower level, have removed
ceiling tiles and paneling in
preparation to let the furnace
contractor get to ductwork
and to allow the insulation
contractor provide a good
vapor barrier.

from Rotary Charities of
Traverse City. The purpose
of the grant is to provide your
Board with a capacity planning assessment and a strategic plan for the future. As we
move forward in our new
building it is important that
we demonstrate sustainability. This will help us in
applying for future grant

requests
from
Rotary
Charities, especially for capital improvements. A subsidiary of Rotary Charities,
NorthSky, has provided a
facilitator, Pam Evans, to
take the Board through the
process. We have been meeting since mid-January and
hope to be finished sometime
in April.

HOME

established to cover the cost of
repairs, maintenance, utility
bills and the expense of converting the church into a firstclass museum. This is an
amazing opportunity for the
community and the society
but we need your help. The
move and expansion is a challenge that will require additional funding.

continued from page 1

The new site, an historic treasure in itself, was built with
classic yellow bricks, which
were once produced in Elk
Rapids and showcases the
original stained glass windows, tin ceilings and beautiful oak woodwork.
Moving to the new setting
will give us the ability to
expand and focus on creating
the very best museum to keep
local history alive.
An endowment fund is being

Thanks again to Sally Frye for
writing the application to
have the new location put on
the State and National
Registry of Historic Places.
While Sally interned with us
last fall for her final class in
Eastern Michigan University’s
Historic Preservation Program,
she began the nomination
application. Congratulations
Sally on obtaining your hard
earned Master’s Degree!
And finally I’m pleased to
report that the Society was
awarded an $8,000 grant
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We are asking that you share
in the excitement of this
important
transformation
with your financial support
and/or as a volunteer.

Meet Sally Frye, ERAHS Museum Curator

Sally Frye reviewing catalog data,
Photo by Bill Chrisman

By Bill Chrisman 301 Traverse St., when one day Dan LeBlond,
very movement has an organizer and the president of the Historic Society, said,
Sally Frye has been organizing and cat- “We’ve got a job for you!”

E

Since then, she and five other wonderful volunteers have logged over 950 hours working
in the basement of the Town Hall, the soonto-be vacated location of the Historic Society
museum. These “wonderful” volunteers
included Glenn Neumann, Jane Lund,
Marjorie Paradis, Susan Hall, Josephine Polk
Matthews, whose granddaughter even came
one night, and Bob Bassett.

aloging historical items for the Elk
Rapids Area Historic Society since last July
in preparation for the move to the new location, at 301 Traverse St., this spring. From
antique buttons to a 6,000 pound safe from
the pig iron plant, Sally has logged over 950
hours detailing, photographing and entering
thousands of items into the new software for
the museum.

Standing surrounded by bits and pieces of Elk When asked what her title or job description
Rapids history in the Town Hall basement, is she laughed and said, “Dan has been calling me the curator. That’s the only thing I
she talked about what she has been doing.
She was initially completing a Master’s would call it.”
degree in Historic Preservation from Eastern Stepping into her job as curator last summer
Michigan University and had worked on reg- was an organizational challenge.
istering the new site of the Historic Society,
please turn to FRYE on page 7
formerly the Methodist Church building at
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“Water Under the Bridge”
A visit with Terry Wooten
Story and photos by Bill Chrisman

fter a chili dinner, put
on by the officers of
the ERAHS, volunteers were treated on Feb. 23
to a program by local author
and historian, Terry Wooten in
the presentation hall of the
new Historic Society building,
at 301 Traverse Street.

A

Terry, who authored the book
Water Under the Bridge, a collection of local stories and
original poems by Elk Rapids
students, told stories from the
book and recited a few of the
poems.
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About 40 people were in attendance listening “I did the book and that’s as far as I can take
to the history and cultural glimpses provided it.” He hoped others would take the glimpses
by Terry. He commented that he hoped the sto- into the area’s past farther.
ries he had collected in the book would come
to life in a play or other live performance.

FRYE
continued from page 5
“When I began, there were
many items catalogued in a
book; handwritten notations
and a numbering system
which went up to about the
mid nineties.”
Beyond that, ERAHS president Dan LeBlond had catalogued many items
before asking Sally to
help out. “Dan had taken the stuff which had
been in the book up to
about the year 2006,
and there were about
230 items I have given
new numbers because I
couldn’t find them in
the data base.”
At this point, she is
near the end of the cataloging, photographing and
data entering. “If I counted
every single item I have given a number to, I’d say we’re
up over 8,000 items.”
Of those, she commented,
“Our smallest items were
buttons- service buttons, and
our largest are things such as
a roll top desk, a big piano,
and the canoe, which is over
400 years old and, is the
thing I am most worried
about. Glenn has measured
and figures we have, how
much, Glen...?”
“About

Ontario from New York and
Pennsylvania.” She has
worked with, “a lot of the
personal things of the people
She was familiar with the Elk who really made a difference
Rapids area as she had done here and made Elk Rapids.”
a report on all the water mills The buttons will be a snap to
of Antrim County and also move but a 6,000 pound safe
had done preservation work which now resides upstairs in
on the Grand Traverse light- the foyer of the Town Hall
will be a challenge.
According to local
author and ERAHS
volunteer,
Glenn
Neumann, the moving
company said it could
be done. “Maybe pull a
tractor with a winch up
to the playhouse door
and pull it out and load
it onto something. The
challenge will be where
This mural of early Elk Rapids has already been moved.
to put it in the new
building. It needs a
house. However, her work concrete floor to sit on,” he
with the museum has truly added.
given her a sense of the peo- There is no definite moving
ple who founded and built date yet, but it will be this
Elk Rapids and the growth of spring. Some items were
the town on the lake. “When moved to the new location
you think about it, this was and those had to also be
not a natural harbor so they entered into the new system.
actually enlarged and built it “I don’t want to move all of
and because of the Chain of this until we’re done over
Lakes, this area was allowed there,” Sally commented.
to grow.”
Looking back on all the
Of the early settlers, she com- work, Sally added, “I’ve had
mented, “Most of the people fun. You have to like doing
in this area came through the this.”
Erie Canal and onto Lake
half
an
inch,”
Glenn
answered looking up from a
filing cabinet. “...to get it up
and out of here.”
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Treasures
Holidays
from the

Photos by Bill Chrisman and Gerry Sells

he Elk Rapids Area Historical Society
had a month-long party and invited the
neighbors in, beginning Dec. 2, 2011,
with their program “Treasures from the
Holidays,” the Society’s first major exhibit in
its new home at 301 Traverse Street.

T

The 110-year-old former Methodist Church
with its two-story stained glass windows overflowed with good will as Michigan collectors
Peg May (May’s Yesterdays) and Michael
Whalen (president of the North American
chapter of the Friends of the Creche Society)
lent Nativity scenes from around the world.
There were classic figures from the Fontanini
studios in Italy, a retablo by New Mexico artist
Charles Carillo, and an icon from Spain.
There were also whimsical figures from the
dimestore, hand-carved olivewood palm trees
from Bethlehem and ebony carvings from
Kenya.
Congregation Beth El in Traverse City created
a Hanukkah display with cherished family
menorahs and photos of the founders, some of
whom were pioneer settlers in Elk Rapids in
the 1870s and 1880s.
The synagogue they helped to build in 1885 is
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recognized as the oldest synagogue building in
continuous use in Michigan.
Regional artists participated too, with a watercolor by Joani Braun, a bronze Dancing Rabbis
menorah cast in Scott Nelles’s studio in Elk
Rapids and a print by Glenn Wolff.
Volunteers readied the treasures for weeks and
had to improvise here and there. A cherry lug
draped with sparkly fabric became an elegant
pedestal for a porcelain music box and Mary
arrived in Elk Rapids strapped in the back seat
of a minivan!

Elk Rapids accepted into Michigan Mainstreet Program
 The Historic Elk Rapids Town Hall
Association

by Dan LeBlond

an Bassett, Chairperson of the Elk Rapids
Downtown Development Authority
(DDA) and Lindy Bishop, Economic
Development Director for the Elk Rapids
DDA were informed of some good news on
February 22, 2012. The Michigan Main Street
Program organization, housed within the
Michigan State Housing Development
Authority (MSHDA), announced today, that
Elk Rapids, along with a list of nine additional
Michigan communities, has been accepted
into their associate level program.

J

 The ER Village Council
 The ER Planning Commission
 ER DDA
Those same supporting organizations have
also expressed willingness to participate on
a volunteer panel, attending seminars and
developing planning strategies during the
yearlong associate level program.

For more information regarding this great
program, or if you are interested in particiJan Bassett and Lindy Bishop applied for this
pating as part of this volunteer board, talk to
opportunity last December. The application
Jan or Lindy and/or take a spin through their
was supported by:
web site:
 The Elk Rapids Historical Society
www.michiganmainstreetcenter.com/Program.aspx
 The Elk Rapids Chamber of Commerce
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