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A Special Harbor Days Honor 

 

The Elk Rapids Area Historical Society 
(ERAHS) has participated in the Harbor 
Days’ Parade for many years, but this 
year was extra special.  Dan LeBlond, 
President of ERAHS, and Margaret  
LeBlond, Treasurer, were selected as 
Grand Marshals.  This honor is given 
only to individuals who have        
demonstrated extensive service  over 
time that has benefited the Elk Rapids 
area community  and exemplify the ideals 
that make the Elk Rapids area a great 
place to live. Dan and Margaret fit the 
qualifications to a tee with their work 
involving the Museum, Rotary, Lions 
Club and Beautification Commission. 

Other Elk Rapids Historical Society participants in the parade included Dan Wettlaufer who drove his vintage 
Army jeep.  He was accompanied by Glenn Neumann, a WWII veteran.  Dianne Richter and Jane Lund carried 
a banner for the Museum saying “MAKE HISTORY—Join the Elk Rapids Area Historical Society TODAY. 

Dan Wettlaufer received a lot of cheers from the crowd as he 

drove by in his vintage Jeep. 
Glenn Neumann, a WWII veteran, and his grandson, along 

with Dan Wettlaufer, wait for the parade to start . They 

were Dan’s passengers.  
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Board of Trustees 
Dan LeBlond   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .President 

Craig Handley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vice President 

Margaret LeBlond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Treasurer 

Florence Wettlaufer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary 

Dan Ernst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Marcia Graham   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Inez Gotts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Judy Hahn Fishbeck  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Adam Schuler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Daniel Wettlaufer . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Veronica Wetler ... . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Museum 
Open June 1st through August 31st 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 1-4 p.m.   

Other days by appointment. 

Located: 301 Traverse St . at the corner of Pine  St. 

Admission: Free to members, children, students 

Non-membrers:  donations accepted 

Phone:  231-264-5692 

www.elkrapidshistory.org 

The Magic of Millers Park 

 
 
 
 
 

In August, Susan Hall and Emily Musgrave 
gave an informative and personalized 
presentation on the history of Millers Park.  
Located on the west side of the Elk River 
flowing from Elk Lake, it was originally 
purchased by Earl & Eliza Miller as a fishing 
camp.  Today, it is a community of  
approximately 53 cottages and beautiful  
permanent homes.  In June 2014, Millers 
Park celebrated its 100 years of memories.  
A Walk Down Millers Park is a book written 
by Emily Musgrave detailing its history.   
Many residents of Millers Park were in the 
audience, including Terry Miller and his wife 
Sarah.  Terry is the grandson of Earl and 
Eliza.  After the program, residents stayed to 
share their own memories of Millers Park. 

Long Time Board Member Leaves  

It is with great reluctance that the 
Board of Trustees says bon voyage to 
long time Board member, Jane Lund.  
Fortunately for the Society, she is still 
continuing her volunteer duties on the 
Museum Committee, where five years 
ago she helped pack and move artifacts 
from the Township Hall basement to 
our new location.   
 
Born in Des Moines, Iowa, Jane and 
her family first lived and worked in the Lansing area, moving to 
Elk Rapids 27 years ago.  Being the energetic person she is, Jane 
has been and still is involved in numerous community activities, 
including Community Cupboard, the Library Board, the Summer 
Reading Program, the First Presbyterian Church, and the       
Museum.  Age has not slowed down Jane.  She still plays tennis 
3 to 4 days a week and cares for all the flowers that surround our 
building.   
 
Jane has 4 children, 5 grandchildren, and 4 great-grandchildren.  
Recently, she returned from a six week camping trip in Canada 
with many of her family.  Among the many things they did was 
ocean kayaking for 5 days in Vancouver, a 6-day float trip on the 
Cology River and visiting Jasper National Park while in  Alberta, 
British Columbia, and climbing glaciers.   
 
Jane’s parting words were a thank you to the community for 
their support in all the activities she has been involved.  We sin-
cerely wish her well in all her adventures. 
 

***HISTORICAL MARKER UPDATE*** 
 

Our application for a Michigan Historical Marker has been    
submitted to the Michigan History Foundation.  We are       
awaiting review. 

   SHOPPING BAGS 

 
While you are at the Museum,  

purchase our new Shopping Bag.   

For only $3.00, it’s a great way to 

show your support for the Elk  

Rapids Area Historical Society and 

Museum. 

Elk Rapids Area Historical Society 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 2 
Elk Rapids, MI 49629-0002   

Terry & Sarah Miller  
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Dynamic Duo! 

Three years ago, Karen Szymanski visited a Christmas 
toy exhibit at the Elk Rapids Historical Museum.  
When one of the Board members found out that she 
had been a Visual Merchandiser (that means she  
designed displays for department stores), she was  
immediately recruited to help with the Museum’s  

displays.  Karen has 
been creating displays 
ever since.  The first 
summer was an  
exhibit of military  
uniforms and  
artifacts.  The next 
summer was a “Then 
and Now”  exhibit.  
This past summer 
“Then and Now Part 
II” followed up last 
year’s popular exhibit.     
Karen is now the 
Chairperson of the 

Museum Committee.  The Museum Committee is  
responsible for acquiring, preserving, and displaying 
the thousands of artifacts, pictures, and documents that 
have been received over the years. 

Karen and her husband Mike moved to Elk Rapids 
from the eastern suburbs of Detroit about ten years 
ago.  When the Village Treasurer resigned, Mike was 
hired to fill the vacancy, most likely due to his  
accounting background and experience.  Since then, he 
has been elected Treasurer twice.  In late spring this 
year, Mike stepped in to voluntarily manage our  
Community Cash program.  (See related Community 
Cash article)  His efforts resulted in $695.56 award to 
the Historical Society. 

Karen and Mike have one son who was married this 
past September.  Both are recuperating from all the 
excitement and planning 
that goes into a wedding 
and reception.  

 The Elk Rapids Area  
Historical Society is  
extremely happy that  
Karen and Mike decided 
to move the Elk  Rapids 
and share their many tal-
ents and skills with 
the Museum. 

Final 2016 Program 

“75 Years of Cinema in Elk Rapids”   
7:00 p.m. October 6, 2016  

at the Township Hall, 401 River St. 

(across from the tennis courts) 
Potluck Dinner at 6:00 

Admission:  Bring a dish to pass 

************* 

Community Cash 

The Elk Rapids Area Historical Society (ERAHS) will 
once again be participating in 
the Community Cash Pro-
gram sponsored by the Vil-
lage Market.  With the help of 
Mike Szymanski, who   tabu-
lated all the eligible     Village 
Market receipts  
collected by ERAHS  
members, volunteers and 
friends, we were awarded 
$695.56 this year!  Eligible 
purchases are those made 
from Labor Day to Memorial 
Day and will have the Com-

munity Cash amount listed on the receipt.  You can 
drop off receipts in the drop box mounted on the 
back door of the Museum any time you are in the ar-
ea.   

Glenn Neumann Needs Help  

The Historical Society is 

looking for someone to work 

with Glenn  Neumann.  

 Periodically we receive old 

photos of people and places 

in the Elk Rapids area.  

Glenn attempts to identify 

the people/places and the  

approximate date the photo 

was  taken.  He then assigns 

an accession number.  The 

photo is scanned into a muse-

um software database and details about the  

photo are typed.  Anyone interested in learning this 

fascinating task is asked to phone Glenn at : 

231-264-6354. 

At our Founders Day Event in  
August, both Karen and Mike 
were busy distributing dessert 
and beverages.  

         Karen Szymanski &  Visitor 

Glenn Neumann 
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Although our major 2014-16 project of replacing the 
water line, installing a stair lift, and replacing two 
bathrooms is complete, there were several items that 
still needed attention.  

Adding Finishing Touches!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
   

Founder’s Day Celebration and 
Classic Car Roundup 

A Founder’s Day BBQ and Classic Car Roundup was 
held on August 13 to commemorate the 168th           
anniversary of Elk Rapids’ founding.  The legacy of 
Abram Wadsworth, one of the first surveyors to reach 
the Elk Rapids area in 1846 was celebrated by an event  
sponsored by the Historical Society in collaboration with 
HERTHA (Historic Elk Rapids Township Hall         
Association).  While viewing the cars, a group of 
strolling  singers, the Clef Cats, entertained on River 
Street.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

At HERTHA, attendees enjoyed watching line dancers 
and listening to musicians while eating their pulled pork 
dinner.   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A historical scavenger hunt was available that started at 
HERTHA and ended at the Historical Museum where a 
short film, “The River’s The Same” about the village and 
its founding was shown.   

 
 

 
 

Thanks to Dale Dillon, 
our handyman             
extraordinaire, these items 
are being addressed.  His 
first project was to finish 
the trim on each side of 
the back door after new 
rubber stair covering was  
installed in July.  Next, he 
tackled the trim around 
the windows in the bath-
rooms and work area out-
side the bathrooms as well 
as putting in new oak sills.  

If you look closely, you’ll notice that all the windows 
have white trim except one.  
There is a special reason that 
the side trim on one window 
is wood and not painted in 
white.  That is because the 
pine used for that window 
was “harvested” from the 
vestibule floor in the upper 
lobby of the building.  The 
wood is at least as old as the 
building itself, 116 years.  
The trim on the sides of that 
one window will remain un-
painted as a memory of it’s 
origin.   
 
Dale’s next project is putting in a hand rail by the 
back door. Few people have the skills that Dale has 
and we are fortunate that he is willing to share them 
with the Historical Society. 

Above pictures  courtesy of Dave Lein, The Review 
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 Thank-you To All Our Volunteers! 

The Elk Rapids Area Historical Society is strictly a  
volunteer organization.  Many people volunteer in a  
variety of ways throughout the year.  There are the 
greeters who welcome the public each Wednesday and 
Saturday from 1:00 to 4:00 during the summer.  There 
are the people who walk in the Harbor Days Parade  
representing the Society.  There are the people who  
volunteered during our Founder’s Day event by serving 
food, collecting tickets, bussing tables, answering visi-
tors’ questions at the Museum, showing their classic 
cars, and dancing on stage.  Our Museum Committee 
volunteers display and care for the many historic  
artifacts we have collected.  Volunteers weed our flower 
beds and spread the fertilizer.  Another group helps 
change the filters on the furnace, clean the bathrooms, 
haul out trash, install shelving, repair sticky doors, do 
carpentry repairs, etc.  Throughout the year, volunteers 
supervise groups of Elk Rapids students when they visit.  
All our Board members volunteer in some capacity  
besides attending meetings, like conducting fundraisers, 
billing for membership, coordinating greeters, putting 
this newsletter together, and running the Antique Mall 
Booth. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

We would not exist without all the volunteers who 
 generously give their time to help our beautiful  
Museum.  To everyone who helps the Museum, we 
thank each person for their unselfish donation of time.  
To anyone who has a special talent or just some time to 
spare, we welcome you to join us.  Leave a message on 
our answering machine if we are not there: 
  231-264-5692. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Founders Day Scrapbook 

 

. 

 

 
 

 

        1. Classic cars started lining up at noon. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

         2. This 1970 Jeep drew a lot of attention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
          3. Ticket Takers Howard & Diane Richter talk 
               to Kathy Peterson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          4.. The delicious BBQ had diners smiling!   
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 All Smiles Dentistry  Elk Rapids Primary Care  Schumacher Dental Laboratory 

 Chef Charles  Exit Northern Shores Realty  The Cone Corral 

 Chemical Bank  Fitzpatrick Insurance Agency  The Corner Druggist 

 Edward Jones  Re/Max of Elk Rapids  The Moose 

 Elk Rapids Chiropractic Center  River Pharmacy   The Nature Connection 

            *** Program Sponsors *** 
September 2015, the Elk Rapids Area Historical Society began a program inviting businesses to help sponsor our monthly  
programs.  We thank the following businesses who are sponsoring  programs this year: 

            *** Business Partners *** 
These Business Partners, over the years, have annually made generous contributions to our Museum's operating budget. 
We are grateful for their continuous support!  

Programs & Events for 2017 
At the Museum, 301 Traverse Street, corner of Pine Street unless otherwise noted 

           
    May 4th, 2017 (First Thursday, 7:00 P.M): Terry Pepper, “Great Lakes Lighthouse Keepers” 
 
    June 1st, 2017 (First Thursday, 7:00 P.M): Kerry Kelly, “Sleeping Bear Dunes: Off the Beaten Path - 
                                                                                          Where Visitors Rarely Go” 
 
    July 6th, 2017 (First Thursday, 7:00 P.M): Jim McClurg, “Lumbering in Elk Rapids” 
 
    August 10th, 2017 (Second Thursday, 7:00 P.M): Tom Gotdon, “Northern Michigan in WWII” 
 
    August ??,  2017 (Date To Be Announced)  Jim McDivitt, retired Astronaut,  “Adventures In Space”  
 
    September 7th 2017 (First Thursday, 7:00 P.M): Bea Freidlander, “Animals in the Civil War: Beyond Old 
                                                                                                           Abe and Traveller ” 
 
    October 5th, 2017 (First Thursday, 6:00 PM): Potluck and Program.  
                                      6:00 pm Potluck Dinner (Admission:  Dish to Pass) 
                                      7:00 pm  a Program (To Be Announced) 
     Location to be Determined 
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     Donate to our Booth at the Antique Mall 

A little known secret is the Booth that the Historical Society maintains at  
Harbor Antiques, 151 River Street, at the corner of River and Cedar Street.  
  
Marcia Graham, Board Trustee, helps coordinate donations not suitable for 
the Museum but are of a collectible nature that can be resold.  Historical  
Society members often make donations of china, objects, equipment, toys, 
maps, etc., that have been gathering dust for years in their basements and at-
tics.   It is another way, that members and friends can financially help the  
Museum.  Your donation is tax-deductible.   
 
We invite you to visit our Booth when you are in town.  Sometimes it is more 
fun than going to a flea market or garage sale.  If you think that you have 
something that would like to donate for resale, please contact 
Marcia Graham at rdmagraham@gmail.com or (248) 542-4208.  

 

Our Booth #82 at the Harbor Antiques Mall…. 

“Where the Perfect Present is the Past” 

 

 

Yes! I want to support The Elk Rapids Historical Museum!  

Gift Amount:   $50   $100   $200   $500   $1,000  $2,500   Other 

 I have enclosed a check payable to ERAHS Please print clearly: 

 
Name     

Summer address      

City/State/Zip Code        

Winter address (if different)       

City/State/Zip Code      

Phone     

E-Mail     

I wish to be recognized for this donation   Yes   No 

If yes, please list my/our name(s) as    
 

I would like to give my gift        in Honor of  in Memory of 

Name____________________________________________________________ 
   (please include a note with acknowledgement information) 

 

           Mail to: ERAHS, P.O. Box 2, Elk Rapids MI 49629-0002 

 

Become a member of ERAHS 

and receive free admission to 

monthly programs and other 

benefits: 

 Single - $25 

 Family - $40 

 Business - $50 

 Patron - $100 

The Elk Rapids Area Historical 
Society is a 501C (3) non-profit  
corporation. Contributions are 

 tax-deductible to the extent  
allowed by law. 

 
 Thank you  for your  support! 

www.elkrapidshistory.org 

mailto:rdmagraham@gmail.com
http://www.elkrapidshistory.org/
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Deliver to: 

Visit us online at www.elkrapidshistory.org and 

 “like” us on facebook. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Now 

         Pearl’s Fundraiser 

                            For 

Stained Glass Restoration 

Pearl’s Restaurant will be sponsoring a fundraiser on October 

25th for the Historical Society with complimentary hors d’oeuvres 

and drinks at Happy Hour Prices from 5 to 7 p.m.  Ticket prices 

are $10.  This fundraiser is a community event to kick off our 

“Stained Glass Window Restoration Campaign.”   

Attending or contributing to this fundraiser will start us off  

toward preserving the unique windows that are a distinctive part 

of our building.  If you cannot attend the event at Pearl’s you can 

contribute by calling 264-0530 and indicating that you would like 

to contribute to this fundraiser. 

 

 


