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Phase II & III Stained Glass     

Window Restoration 
 The second phase of the Stained Glass Window Restoration was 
completed on June 28th.  This phase involved Plexiglas removal and then 
repairing and repainting all the wood frames surrounding the exterior of 
the stained glass windows.  The old Plexiglas was given away because we 
would be charged to haul it away and Recycling would not take it.  Rusty 
Barnes took the Plexiglas, sold it on Ebay, and donated the proceeds of the 
sale back to the Museum.  Thank you for the generous donation. 
 The third and final phase of the restoration was completed August 
11th by Pristine Glass of Grand Rapids, Michigan.  Vented Lexan was   
installed over all the stained glass windows for protection, replacing the 
previously used Plexiglas. 
 This brings our stained glass restoration project to a successful 
close.  Many individuals, families, and small businesses, as well as the  
Lion’s Club contributed financially to its successful outcome.  Thank you 
to all for your generous support.               
 

                             In Memory of Glenn L. Neumann 
     It is with great sadness, that the Elk Rapids Area Historical Society mourns the passing of Glenn 
Neumann, a true historian.  The History       Museum was his second home, 
spending hours cataloging photographs of Elk Rapids and its people.  He be-
came the human reference book about the  history of Elk Rapids.   
 In October 2015, Glenn took part in an honor flight to Washington, 
D.C., for military veterans.  Glenn was a Navy See Bee during WW II.  
When asked about this flight Glenn said, “I can’t describe my feelings for 
my trip without the tears coming.”   
 Glenn wrote several books about Elk Rapids, including Penny      
Pencils: Memories of a Country Boy and Bay Breezes: Volume I through IV.  
He also  compiled a photo history of Elk Rapids with Glenn Ruggles entitled 
Elk   Rapids: The First Hundred Years 1850-1950.   
 To keep Glenn’s memory alive, the Elk Rapids Historical Society has 
renamed our Archive Room: the “Glenn L. Neumann Archive Room.”  Also, 
all donations received by the Historical Society in memory of Glenn will be 
used to carry on the work to which he so lovingly devoted his retirement 
years. 

Glenn Neumann 

1927-2017 
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Board of Trustees 
Dan LeBlond   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .President 

Craig Handley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vice President 

Florence Wettlaufer  . . . . . . . . . . Secretary/Treasurer 

Dan Ernst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Marcia Graham   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Inez Gotts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Judy Hahn Fishbeck  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Adam Schuler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Daniel Wettlaufer . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Museum 
Open June 1st through August 31st 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 1-4 p.m.   

Other days by appointment. 

Located: 301 Traverse St . at the corner of Pine  St. 

Admission: Free to members, children, students 

Non-membrers:  donations accepted 

Phone:  231-264-5692 

Website:  www.elkrapidshistory.org 

 

 Community Cash Reminder! 

     Once again, ERAHS  participated in the     
Village Market Community Cash Program.  
Thanks to Mike Szymanski, who tabulated all 
the eligible Village Market receipts collected 
by ERAHS members, volunteers and friends, 
we were awarded $935.49!   
     We will again  be   
collecting  receipts 
from purchases made 
between Labor Day 
and Memorial Day.  
You can drop off   
receipts in the drop 
box mounted on the 
back door of the    
Museum any time you 
are in the area.   

********************* 

Meet A Board Member  
We like to think that Dan Ernst 
only comes to Michigan in the 
summer to serve on our Board of 
Trustees, but there are other     
reasons, too.  Dan is originally 
from Iowa, but he graduated from 
the University of Michigan Law 
School.  He and his wife, Ann, 
were married in 1956 while he 
was finishing law school. Ann  
also attended the University of 
Michigan and works as a Pediatric 
Psychologist.  It was while attend-
ing school in Michigan that Dan and Ann began coming to 
northern Michigan.  Dan      always wanted to live on a lake 
and after renting for many years, they bought property on 
Lake Michigan in the 1980’s where they eventually built their 
home. 
 After serving in the military as a judge advocate from 
1957 to 1960, Dan and Ann returned to Iowa where he     
practiced law in Dubuque in a variety of areas including     
injury, bankruptcy, and trial work.  The last six years before 
he retired, Dan ran the Criminal Defense Program for  
Northeast Iowa. 
 Dan and Ann have three children:  Ellen who works at 
the Business School at Purdue University, Dan who teaches 
law at Georgetown, and Ruth Ann who is an attorney working 
for the United States Senate.  They also have eight           
grandchildren. 
 Dan has always been interested in history and first  
became involved with the Historical Society when it was still 
located in the basement of the Township Hall.  Even now, he 
often works as a Greeter at the Museum on Wednesdays    
during the summer.  Besides The Diplomat and His Daughter 
(see p. 4 for related article), Dan also wrote a book entitled 
The Wadena Rock Festival that describes his involvement in  
legally helping to produce a rock concert in Wadena, Iowa. 
 

1st Annual  
 History Museum Garage Sale 

 

     Our Planning Committee likes to look ahead.  With that in 
mind, ERAHS will be holding a three-day first-ever Garage 
Sale over the Memorial Day weekend in 2018.  On Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday, and of Memorial Day weekend, you 
will be able to purchase collectible artifacts that have been 
deaccessioned by the Museum Committee.  In addition, we 
will be selling donated items from our friends and neighbors.  
Look for more about this event in our Spring Newsletter.  If 
you have items to donate now, call Judy Hahn Fishbeck         
at 231 941-8561 . 

 

     

      

Elk Rapids Area Historical Society 
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 2 
Elk Rapids, MI 49629-0002   

“You make a living by what you 

get.  You make a life by what 

you give.”  - Winston Churchill                    

Volunteer Today! 
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  Community Service  

Scholarship Program 

 

 

 
     In August, the ERAHS Board of Trustees            
approved the addition of a $1000 Community Service 
Scholarship Program to our operating budget.  Up to 
four Elk Rapids High School Students each year will 
be eligible to receive the scholarship.  To qualify,   
students must complete 80 hours of community       
service at the History Museum over two summers, 40 
hours each summer.  Applications to participate will 
be distributed to the first group of students who have 
completed their Sophomore year in the spring of 2018. 

      Students will be trained to be History Guides of 
the Museum for visitors on Wednesday and Saturday   
afternoons from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  In addition,        
students may assist at our monthly programs and other    
Museum  activities. 

 We believe that the community will benefit 
from the information the students will provide 
about the Museum’s collection of artifacts and its 
historic building.  In turn, the students will benefit, 
not only from the knowledge they gain about the 
history of the Elk Rapids community but also, from 
a disciplined work experience and development of 
interpersonal skills by interacting with visitors. 

Harbor Days 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 

 

Dependable Duo! 

Ticket Takers Howard & Diane Richter 
talk to Kathy Peterson at Founder’s Day 

August 13, 2016. 

 Whenever help is needed, we can    
always depend on Dianne and Howard    
Richter to be there to help.  Sometimes they 
work together, and sometimes they work   
separately.  When the History Museum was 
moved from the Township Hall to our current 
building in 2012, Howard was there helping 
move books, artifacts, and displays.  When 
the Museum was going through major     
structural renovations, Howard was there to 
help tear down the ceiling and walls.  When 
trenching was need to put in new drain tiles, 
Howard was there digging in the ditch.  Last 
year, Dianne and Howard were ticket takers at 
our Founder’s Day event.  This year they both 
walked in the Harbor Days parade carrying 
our banner.  Dianne has worked as a Greeter 
and helps supervise students from Elk Rapids 
Schools when they come to visit.  Howard’s 
ongoing activity at the Museum is adding to 
the model Elk Rapids display.  During the 
winter Howard is our emergency contact   
person in town when many Board members 
go south. 

 Howard retired from GM and Dianne 
was previously a real estate appraiser.  They 
spent their working years in Lansing and have 
lived in Elk Rapids full-time for about 11 
years.  They share four children and have 4 
grandchildren.   

 The History Museum is not the only 
organization to benefit from their volunteer 
services. Dianne has been on the Parks & 
Recreation Commission and is involved with 
Green ER in between playing tennis with a 
65+ group.  She also coordinated the Elk  
Rapids Community Garden on Bridge Street.  
Howard is involved with Meals on Wheels 
and the Community Cupboard and gets his 
exercise by walking or riding his bike around 
town.  It’s often said that busy people are the 
ones who get things done.  Dianne and    
Howard epitomize that saying.  We are   
grateful to have them as volunteers! 

Once again, ERAHS participated in the    
annual Harbor Days parade.  Howard and   
Dianne Richter led our group carrying a     
banner that said, “Make History – Join the 
Elk Rapids Historical Society Today!”     
Following them was Florence Wettlaufer, 
dressed in a vintage colonial farm dress and 
bonnet.  Bringing up the rear, was Dan 
Wettlaufer, in a straw hat and bib overalls, 
who towed a 1949 Chevy farm truck on a 
flatbed trailer.  The signs on the farm truck 
read, “Elk Rapids Historical Society – We’re 
on the Move!”  Everyone had a good time 
waving to the crowds that lined the streets. 
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Shanty Boys, Swampers, & River Hogs 
 

In July, Dr. Jim McClurg presented an interesting and     
informative program about lumbering.  Lumbering in Elk 
Rapids began in about 1854.  It continued until 1910 
when the area tree forests were completely decimated.  
We learned that Shanty Boys were the men who cut down 
the trees.  The Swampers then trimmed up the cut down 
trees and put them on sleds to be hauled down the river.  
The River Hogs were the men who jumped on the logs 
and road them down the river, a very dangerous job.  Dr. 
McClurg brought various saws for display and explained 
the progression of saws from the earliest to the current 
band saw.  The band saw replaced the circular saw which 
saved wood because it was thinner and created less  
sawdust which previously caused many fires.  

The Diplomat and His Daughter 
 

   Dan Ernst, one of our Board Members, (see related article on p. 2) gave a 
“Book Talk” in July about his latest publication, “The Diplomat and His 
Daughter.”  The book contains the combined diaries of the U.S. Minister to 
Poland and Finland 1924-1929 and his daughter, his diplomatic hostess.  
Ministers are now called Ambassadors.  Dan Ernst is the grandson of the 
former Minister and the son of the Minister’s daughter.   
 Dan and his son, also named Dan, and his daughter Ellen, shared 
excerpts from the book.  A particularly interesting piece of information was 
the fact that  his grandfather, while spending time in Europe  studying    
political and economic conditions, was the first non-German to interview 
Hitler after the night of the Long Knives incident.  The Long Knives       
incident, which started on June 30, 1934, involved the assassination of a 
number of Hitler’s Nazi competitors.  Readers interested in obtaining the 
book can find it on Amazon. 

Northern Michigan in WW II 

    In August, Tom Gordon, Humanities Professor at NMC,  
presented an interesting program that involved  interviewing 
Orlin Benedict, a WW II Air Force B-24 Liberator pilot.  
When Orlin was 18, rather than wait to be drafted, he      
enlisted in the Air Force.  He was 20 years old when he flew 
his first mission and his crew was a collection of 17 and 18 
year olds.  Jimmy Stewart was his  commanding officer.   
 Tom also spoke about Demas T. Craw, the only 
Congressional Medal of Honor recipient from Traverse 
City.  He told about the role milkweed stuffing played in 
life jackets.  The number one producer of milkweed during 
WW II was the Petoskey area.  Another fact was the        
importance of the Soo Locks.  Ninety percent of the iron 
that was used in Detroit to make bombers and tanks came 
through the Soo Locks.  As a result, the Soo Locks were a 
prime target area for the Germans.   

Norm Veliquette (left) and  Dr. Jim McClurg visit. 

Tom Gordon, Orlin Benedict, and Bill  Collins  

(L to R) talk about WW II flying 
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Signage Installation 

Summer Repairs 

Backdoor Repair Ross Graham replacing bricks 

Church Sign Removal 

Paul Whitelock swinging a hammer  
Rubble will be replaced  
with Historical Marker 
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            *** Business Partners *** 
Alden Bank and Village Market, over the years, have annually made generous contributions to our operating budget..       

We are grateful for their continuous support!  

 *** Program Sponsors *** 
Two years ago,  the Elk Rapids Area Historical Society began a program inviting businesses to help sponsor our monthly  

programs.  We thank the following businesses who are sponsoring  our 2017 programs: 

Last Program for 2017 
Thursday, October 5, 2017—Potluck and Program  

First Presbyterian Church, 404 Spruce Street, Elk Rapids (corner of First Street). 

         Note: this location is not at the History Museum 
6:00 pm Potluck Dinner (Admission:  Dish to Pass) 

7:00 pm Program: Herb Tipton, “Antrim County Iron Works” 

Program Lineup for 2018 
 

May 3rd - James Drake, “The Making of the Field Guide to Northwestern Michigan” 

June 7th - Dan Packer, “Another Take on WW II:  The Stars Go To War” 

July 5th - Kerry Kelly, “Ghost Towns of Sleeping Bear Dunes” 

July 12th - Bonus Program - Karen Schmidt, “Historic Barnes Park and the Botanic Garden” 

August 9th - Kathleen Keen, DNR, “Black Bear Facts” 

September 6th - Ruth Bay, “Family Histories of Original Stain Glass Window Donors” 

October 4th -  Annual Potluck and Jim Ribby - “Night Gallery” 

 All Smiles Dentistry  Elk Rapids Primary Care  Short’s Brewing Company 

 Burnette Foods, Inc.  Fitzpatrick Insurance Agency  Siren Hall 

 Chef Charles  Ice Cream Peddlers  Team Elmer’s 

 Chemical Bank  Kellie Sergent, Century 21, Northland   The Flour Pot 

 Common Angle, Inc.  Michigan Lake Products  The Moose 

 Cone Corral & Pizza  Pine Hill Nursery   The Nature Connection 

 Edward Jones  Re/Max of Elk Rapids  The Place 

 Elk Rapids Chiropractic Center  River Pharmacy  Town Club 
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Yes! I want to support The Elk Rapids Historical Museum!  

Gift Amount:   $50   $100   $200   $500   $1,000  $2,500   Other $______ 

  

 I have enclosed a check payable to ERAHS Please print clearly: 

 
Name     

Summer address      

City/State/Zip Code        

Winter address (if different)       

City/State/Zip Code      

Phone     

E-Mail    

I wish to be recognized for this donation    Yes     No 

If yes, please list my/our name(s) as    
 

 

I would like to give my gift        in Honor of  in Memory of 

Name____________________________________________________________ 
   (please include a note with acknowledgement information) 

 

           Mail to: ERAHS, P.O. Box 2, Elk Rapids MI 49629-0002 

Become a member of ERAHS 

and receive free admission to 

monthly programs and other 

benefits: 

 Single - $25 

 Family - $40 

 Business - $50 

 Patron - $100 

The Elk Rapids Area Historical 
Society is a 501C (3) non-profit  
corporation. Contributions are 

 tax-deductible to the extent  
allowed by law. 

 

 Thank you  for your  support! 
www.elkrapidshistory.org 

      

Changes to Membership Renewal 

 Starting with memberships that expired on August 30, 2017, we  
began a transition to once-a-year renewal notices with all memberships 
renewing on July 1st of each year.  Members have been receiving         
renewals notices since August 1 of this year showing a prorated lesser 
dues amount.  This will be for one year only.  For example, for those 
members whose membership expired on August 30th, a credit of two 
months was given so that their membership will now expire on June 
30th.  By July 31, 2018, all memberships will expire on June 30th of 
each year. 
 Also, in an effort to conserve postage costs, members will not       
receive an acknowledgement letter for payment of dues.  Your cancelled 
check will serve as proof of payment of membership renewal.  However, 
an acknowledgement letter will be sent if you add a donation to your 
membership renewal.  We hope you understand the need to contain 
these costs.  
 

http://www.elkrapidshistory.org/
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Deliver to: 

Now 

 

                           Michigan Historical Marker 
Dedication Ceremony 
September 16, 2017 

 On September 16th, a Dedication Ceremony was 
held culminating a year-long process to obtain a Michigan 
Historical Marker.  This marker identifies the former First 
Methodist Church of Elk Rapids, now the home to the Elk 
Rapids History Museum, as a place of historic Michigan 
significance.  The marker was unveiled by Adam Schuler, 
one of the early founders of the Historical Society and a 
current Board Trustee, and Linda Weinzapfel, who           
represented her father Glenn Neumann, who recently passed 
away.  (see related article on page 1)  In a surprise event, 
Jim Janisse, president of the village of Elk Rapids Council, 
presented a Certificate of  Appreciation from the Village of 
Elk Rapids.  In attendance were other Village Council 
members and Township Directors.  Thank you to all the  
donors who contributed to the purchase of the marker and 
all the other individuals who made this special day possible. 

  
Adam Schuler and Linda Weinzapfel 


