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Elk Rapids Area Historical Society Wins A
2006 State History Award!
A State History Award was
presented to our Historical Society at
the Historical Society of Michigan’s
Annual History Conference, held
September 22-24 in Bay City.
The award was given in honor of
the Elk Rapids Society’s Summer
2006 newsletter which featured the
topic “Farmers: The Last Geniuses.”
The newsletter was put together by
members Greg Reisig, Glenn Ruggles,
Dan LeBlond and Glenn Neumann.

Other Times To arrange special visiting
hours, research time or a
group tour, contact:

Dan LeBlond
(231) 264-8984
president@elkrapidshistory.org

ADMISSION FEE:

Donations Accepted !
The museum is closed on
major holidays.
We are a Member of the:

View a copy of the newsletter on the Society’s web
site: www.elkrapidshistory.org

Upon finding out the Society was
being presented this award, President
Dan LeBlond said,” I’m really, really
proud because a little historical
Society like ours, getting recognition
in this big state, is quite an
accomplishment!”

Glenn Ruggles, attending the Bay City
award ceremony, accepted the award on
behalf of the Society. The Historical
Society of Michigan praised the
newsletter for its photographs and
reading ease. Glenn also mentioned the
publication’s suggestion that urged
readers to realize farmland is worth
preserving. “It all ties in with a
movement to make people aware of one
of the most valuable assets, which is
being encroached upon,” Ruggles said.
Larry Wagenaar, Executive Director of
the Historical Society of Michigan, stated, “The Elk Rapids Historical
Society was given a State History Award
for its newsletter, which goes far beyond
the run-of-the-mill. Its summer 2006
newsletter included a special feature
entitled “Farmers: The Last Geniuses,”
that the state society’s awards committee deemed truly outstanding. Today,
rural Antrim County is threatened with
urban sprawl, condominiums and
mega-mansions. The Elk Rapids
newsletter has documented the county’s
rural heritage and helped build an appreciation for both what has been and what
can be preserved.”
This newsletter was chosen the best out
of 56 other historical society
publications nominated for the 2006
award in the newsletter category.

Visit Our Web Site At: http://elkrapidshistory.org

Cherryland Middle School 8th Graders Visit Museum
Jami Gray, an 8th Grade Teacher at Elk Rapids Cherryland Middle School, contacted former Village
President, Joe Yuchasz asking him to talk to 54 students on
the topic local government and how it works in our
community. Joe suggested Jami contact the Elk Rapids Area Historical Society and we both put on a program for the
8th grade classes. Jami, who does not live in Elk Rapids,
was not aware of our Museum.
Joe and Society President, Dan LeBlond, came up
with a program... on Wednesday afternoon, September 20th,
Dan visited the school and showed the students the Glenn
Ruggles film, “The River’s the Same” as an introduction to
Elk Rapids history. The next morning the class came to the
Historic Elk
Rapids Township
Hall. Joe gave his
Joe Yuchasz answers student questions while others visit
the museum on the lower level of the Old Township Hall. talk and then the
class was broken
up into three groups. One group at a time visited the Museum
while Joe remained on the upper level answering student
questions.
Glenn Neumann, Margaret and Dan LeBlond were guides

Society President, Dan LeBlond shows some of the
things found in a general store.
for each group. A big hit was going into the
“Dark Resort” (What the old jail was called by
loggers and Iron Company workers who got a
little rowdy out-on-the-town on
Saturday nights and had to be locked-up).
A lot of students got a kick out of
trying on a variety of 1940s and 1950s era
hats that we have in our “hands-on trunk.”
Two of the boys actually could be future
Trying on “Dress Hats” - many
“Blues Brothers” impersonators (meaningful
students had never worn anything
only to those who remember the 1980 mov“fancier” than a baseball cap!
ie and 1975 Saturday Night Live TV shows)!
The students all liked the “open
space” around the newly re-arranged exhibits: the Iron Company, Parlor and General store area. Jami Gray
plans to return with her classes next year.

Just A Reminder…
Even though we advertise the Museum is closed Labor Day through Memorial Day, special
arrangements to visit the museum can be made by calling Dan LeBlond at 231-264-8984, or
Marge Kinnery at 231-264-8886. Dan LeBlond can also be e-mailed : president@elkrapidshistory.org.

Village Market Community Cash Program…
From October 1st, 2006 through Memorial Day 2007, all Historical Society members and friends are
asked to save their Village Market cash register receipts. For the third year in a row, the Society is
participating in the market’s Community Cash Program. Last year we received $120.13 as a result of your
efforts! We look forward to another good year.
Your Community Cash receipts can be handed to Dan LeBlond, Glenn Neumann, any society Board
Member, or mailed to the Museum at PO Box 2, Elk Rapids, MI 49629-0002.
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Election of Historical Society Officers and Trustees...
At the October 26th, 2006 Annual Meeting, four officers were elected to a two year term.
The remaining four Trustees did not have their term expire:

President



Dan LeBlond



term ends September 2008

Vice-President



Greg Reisig



term ends September 2008

Secretary



Marge Kinery



term ends September 2008

Treasurer



Adam Schuler



term ends September 2008

Trustee



Joani Braun



term ends September 2007

Trustee



Glenn Neumann



term ends September 2007

Trustee



Elaine Glowicki



term ends September 2007

Trustee



Jackie Webber



term ends September 2007

Reviewing Your Year-end 2006 Tax
Strategy?
Are you taking some time to review your year -end 2006 tax
strategy before December 31st?
If a charitable contribution seems to be to your advantage,
would you consider a gift to The Elk Rapids Area Historical
Society? Donations (check made payable to Elk Rapids Area
Historical Society) can be mailed to:
Elk Rapids Area Historical Society
P.O. Box 2
Elk Rapids, MI 49629-0002

Wishing you
old-fashioned pleasures,
happy memories, and every
joy of the season !
From: The Historical Society’s Board & Volunteers
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“Thank You” To These Local Businesses…
During 2006 these local businesses and contractors either provided financial
contributions, or donated all or part of their services to the Elk Rapids Area Historical Society.
Please patronize our business members and friends!

Provided lodging for our out-of-town speakers
Drywalling of the Museum’s office area

Gretel’s Stump Removal & Outdoor Maintenance
Ground up stump near Museum entrance

Gill-Roy’s Hardware - Elk Rapids: donated paint for the Archives storage area

Elk Rapids Branch : donated funds for Iron Company poster conservation

Elk Rapids Cinema

donated refreshments (popcorn) for monthly programs.

Loaned tables for
August Craft Show
Carpentry work in office and exhibit area
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The Man in The Iron Company Poster: Who Is He?...
Last July we conserved our Elk Rapids Iron Company, Pingree
Composite Shoe poster by having it photographed (digitally) and printed. The original was put away in the archives and the
reproduction put on display in the Museum’s General Store area. The
man in the poster is Hazen Pingree, founder of the shoe company. A
little research by this newsletter’s editor reveled some very
interesting facts about this man:
Hazen Stuart Pingree (August 30, 1840–June 18, 1901) was a
four-term Republican mayor of Detroit (1889-1897) and Governor of
the U.S. state of Michigan (1897-1901). Pingree, after taking office as
Governor on January 1, 1897, intended to also fill the last year of his
term as mayor of Detroit, which would have lasted until elections in
November 1897. However, his right to hold the two offices
simultaneously was contested, and after the Michigan Supreme Court
ruled against him, Pingree resigned as mayor (see Catlin p. 628).
Born in Denmark, Maine, he was a cobbler by trade and moved to Detroit following the Civil War,
where he established the Pingree and Smith Shoe Co.
In 1879, President Rutherford B.
Hayes and his wife, Lucy, attended the
Michigan State Fair. She had her foot
measured for a pair of shoes to be made by
Hazen S. Pingree's shoe factory, an
exhibitor. The high buttoned shoes were
presented to the first lady and completed
at the end of her tour of the fair a few
hours later.
Pingree was elected mayor of Detroit
in 1889 on a platform of exposing and
ending corruption in city paving contracts,
sewer contracts, and the school board. He
soon turned to fighting privately-owned
utility monopolies. He challenged the
electric and gas monopolies through
municipally-owned competitors. His largest
Lucy Hayes
Rutherford B. Hayes
struggle, however, was with Tom L.
Johnson, president of the Detroit City
Railways, over lowering streetcar fares to three-cents. Pingree again attempted to create a
competing municipally-owned company, but was barred from creating a railway by the Michigan
state constitution.
During the depression of 1893, He expanded the public welfare programs, initiated public
works for the unemployed, built new schools, parks, and public baths. He gained national
recognition through his "potato patch plan," a systematic use of vacant city land for gardens
which would produce food for the city's poor.
He was an advocate of economist Henry George's single tax. He died in 1901 in London,
England, whilst returning from an African safari with former President Theodore Roosevelt. He is
buried at the Woodlawn Cemetery in Detroit. There is a statue of Pingree standing in the Grand
Circus Park in Detroit.
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The Shoemaker Who Looked Like a King…
King Edward VII did his best for the
stricken visitor from Detroit. The king sent
his own physicians to the tall-ceilinged
suite in London's Grand Hotel where Hazen
S. Pingree was fighting for his life in June,
1901.
It was more than a courteous gesture
to an honored guest who had served
multiple terms as mayor of Detroit and
governor of Michigan. The king was
genuinely concerned. On a previous visit by
Pingree to England, the London press and
public had been delighted by the marked
resemblance between Pingree and the future
monarch, then still the Prince of Wales.
Caricaturists of the metropolis had a
field day drawing the distinguished
look-alikes. They pictured "Ping" wearing
the British crown, and Edward in a hat to
match the Detroiter's well-worn campaign
fedora.

Pingree Square," the corner of Gratiot and Randolph in 1898.
Pingree's shoe shop can be seen at lower left. The large buildings in the background are the Majestic, left
center, and the J.L. Hudson Co., right.

Michigan's favorite son enjoyed it. He even changed the style of his chin whiskers a bit to
further the effort. And there was no doubt that Edward was pleased, too. He admired such
forthright American leaders as Pingree.
For weeks, The Detroit News carried dispatches with
Pingree's by-line. They came from exotic places like Lorenzo Marques, Madagascar and Aden. Pingree was a duly
accredited correspondent.
He was making a tour around East Africa on the steamer Melbourne, with jaunts inland from ports en route. In
June, 1901, a picture of the Pingree party on camelback
in front of the Great Pyramid of Giza appeared on page
one. In an accompanying article, Pingree told of a strenuous climb of the pyramid. He explored the interior extensively.
On the same page, another story announced elaborate
plans by Detroit Mayor William C. Maybury and the City
Council to greet Pingree on his return home, with a
public reception at the City Hall.
The first word that all was not well with Pingree came
in a cable to The News from his son, Joe, on June 15.
Stricken with peritonitis, his father was too ill to leave
London and to embark for America, Joe reported.

Pingree, was pleased with his resemblance to the
Prince of Wales, who later became King Edward
VII. Newspaper caricaturists had a field day with
the pair. Pingree even trimmed his beard to more
closely resemble the prince.

The next day Pingree was much worse. Mrs. Pingree
and their daughter, Hazel, left Detroit to catch a
transatlantic liner in New York. Pingree failed to rally,
and on June 18 it was over. Word of her husband's death
reached Mrs. Pingree in New York in time to turn back
before sailing. In Detroit, the Council quickly adjourned.
Newsboys cried the extra with the same magic word that
had sold papers for a decade: "Pingree."
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In a page one editorial, The News suggested that the citizens' welcoming committee become
a committee to build a monument. Carl E. Schmidt, the group's chairman, who was a close friend
of Pingree, agreed. Schmidt's first thought was for an equestrian statue, on the Campus Martius
or Cadillac Square.
Drawings in the paper that day recalled dramatic highlights of Pingree's career: One
portrayed his beginnings in politics. A successful manufacturer of footwear, Pingree was urged by
a committee of leading citizens to run for mayor against the corrupt political machine which
dominated City Hall .
His first reply was: "I'm too busy making shoes." But he did
run, and the sketch showed a turning point of the campaign. That
came in the Larned Street auditorium, where a mass meeting was
packed by cohorts of the opposition. Pingree stood before a
hostile mob for 90 minutes, refusing to be shouted down, and the
machine's strong-arm tactics roused the city into a turnout at the
polls that became a landslide victory for Pingree.
For many readers that day, the most poignant drawing of all
was labeled "In Memoriam." It recalled the hard times of the
l890's, when thousands in the city would have gone hungry except
for the "Pingree Potato Patches" that provided food for the needy.
The winter of l893-94 was difficult. Because of the money panic
of 1893, some of Detroit's biggest industries were forced to shut
down. The railroad car shops and the stove factories were among
them. It was estimated that 25,000 workers were unemployed, in a
city whose population was less than 250,000.
Pingree was the first American mayor to hit upon public works
as a means of reducing unemployment. His projects helped, but
when the hoped-for revival of business failed to come with the
spring of 1894 and the city's poor funds were exhausted, something else was needed.
Pingree noted that, as a result of real estate speculation in the
previous
boom, plots of land held for a rise in value were standing
Pingree, second from left, dressed for
idle all over
hunting in Africa.
town.
He made a public appeal to the owners to
permit the use of their properties for
vegetable gardens.
Applications from the unemployed for
garden plots poured in. To raise money to
provide seeds and garden tools, Pingree
asked for special collections in the churches. He put up his thoroughbred
Kentucky saddle horse at auction and
turned the proceeds over to the potatopatch fund. After this start, owners of small
parcels and single lots all over town came in
by the hundreds. At a cost of a few
thousand dollars for seeds and implements,
food shortages were reduced to a minimum.
The plan was widely heralded, and other
cities took it up. "Potato Patch Pingree" became nationally known as a champion of
the needy.

Mayor Pingree and Capt. Cornelius Gardener tour the famed
Pingree potato patches which the mayor had planted in vacant lots
all over the city during the panic of 1893, when 25,000 Detroit
men were jobless.
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The garden plots were continued
through 1895 and 1896, until the effects of
the 1893 panic were over. Even then, the
plan was not forgotten. Similar
projects were developed in various countries during periods of unemployment.
During his three terms as mayor
from 1890 to 1896, Pingree began the fight
for municipal ownership of Detroit's street
transportation system. He built more than
50 miles of new track to prove that streetcars could be operated for a
3-cent fare, in place of the 5 cents then
being charged.
To do battle with Pingree, the traction
interests brought to Detroit Tom L.
Johnson, who reputedly possessed the
most resourceful brain in their industry. Johnson came to admire Pingree so much that when he
returned to Cleveland he ran for mayor and campaigned for 3-cent fares in the Pingree style.
A group of Polish women en route to a "Pingree Potato Patch"
circa 1890.

"Some day Hazen S. Pingree will be remembered and recognized as one of the foremost
leaders in our era of national awakening," was Johnson's assessment of his old foe. As governor
from 1896 to 1900, Pingree locked horns with an even more formidable power than the traction
trust. This was the railroad lobby.
When he undertook to push legislation to force the railroads to play equable taxes, the
House of Representatives was with him. The rail lobby, however, maintained a tight grip on the
allegiance of 19 of the 32 members of the Senate. Upon this latter group, Pingree bestowed an
ironic designation, "The Immortal 19." The immortals closed ranks against a storm of popular
pressure raised against them throughout a special session called in December, 1900, but the
measure he sought became law soon
afterward.
Pingree's accomplishments in public
office were still fresh in the public mind
when his death occurred the following June.
He was only 59, and the shock was great.
Within minutes after the first edition
hit the street, readers were calling The News
with offers of donations for a Pingree monument.
It was decided to issue memorial
certificates with his picture to contributors.
The initial certificate went to a 10-year old
black newsboy, George Throgmartin.
On July 2, a delegation of city officials
went to New York to escort Pingree's body to
Detroit's City Hall was draped in mourning as the city awaited
Detroit. The following day a catafalque was
the return of Pingree's body from London in 1901. The banners
placed in the main corridor of the City Hall.
read "Staunch," "Fearless," "Brave," "Untiring," "Energetic,"
The flags and bunting that decorated the
"Ambitious" and "True."
building for the Fourth of July were
replaced by wreaths on July 5, and a silent crowd began assembling outside for the arrival of the
casket. The long line of those waiting to pay tribute grew until it extended for six blocks. When
the cortege arrived it was led by a carriage bearing Mayor Maybury, Pingree's son, Joe, and the
ex-governor's brother, Frank. All that day, Detroiters filed past the bier. At dawn the next day the
casket was taken to the spacious Pingree home on Woodward. The service there was simple, with
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the Rev. Nehemiah Boynton, of the First
Congregational Church, offering prayers and
the Rev. Reed Stuart, of the First Unitarian,
giving the eulogy.
By 2 p.m., 20,000 members of
military and civic organizations lined
Woodward near the home. The flag-draped
casket was placed on a caisson from Fort
Wayne, painted deep olive green and drawn
by 35 soldiers of the Michigan State Troops.
The cortege moved slowly down
Woodward, through crowds of people lining
The spacious Pingree Home on Woodward, where the funeral for the curbs, and out Jefferson to Elmwood
the former mayor and governor was held.
Cemetery.
Sources:
Catlin, George B. [1900] (2005). “Chapters CI through CVII”, The story of Detroit, pp. 585-630,
Ann Arbor, Mich.: University of Michigan Library. Retrieved on 2006-06-15.
Holli, Melvin G. Reform in Detroit: Hazen S. Pingree and Urban Politics. New York: Oxford University
Press, 1969.
[1900] (2005) “s.v. Hon. Hazen S. Pingree”, Cyclopedia of Michigan: historical and biographical,
comprising a synopsis of general history of the state, and biographical sketches of men who have, in
their various spheres, contributed toward its development, pp. 144-146, Ann Arbor, Mich.:
University of Michigan Library. Retrieved on 2006-06-28.
Lochbiler, Don, “The Shoemaker Who Looked Like A King.” n. page. Online. World Wide Web June 28,
2006. Available: http://info.detnews.com/history/story/index.cfm?id=175&category=people
Pictures: ibid.

People Images on Advertising Popular in Early 1900s:
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2007 Exhibit “Wish List”….
Exhibit Committee volunteer Margaret LeBlond could use the following items added to our
exhibits to “humanize” displays and make them “child friendly.” Her “exhibit wish list”
includes:



Old Fireman’s boots



Old fishing reel and a few old lures



Modern day handcuffs



½ inch diameter china buttons (for children’s clothing)



Pieces of heavy scrap leather (not strips)



Indian trade blanket



1940’s or earlier small camping items



½ inch diameter china buttons (for children’s clothing)



Large rag rug



Indian trade blanket



Men and boy’s clothing circa 1880 – 1920



Male mannequin



Swimming shoes circa 1900 – 1920



Old bait box



Old mechanical bank earlier than 1930



Mannequins (especially children)



Toddler size (24—36 inch size) doll



Old cribbage board & pegs



Bucket used for picking cherries



Old milk bottle carrier



Ceramic ginger beer bottle



Old mouse trap



½ a canoe shelving display



Antique hat rack

If you have any of these items to donate or have questions, please contact:
Margaret LeBlond

Phone: 231-264-8984

E-mail: president@elkrapidshistory.org

Circa 1897 Pram Added To Museum’s Collection”….
This latest addition to the museum’s collections
came from Society members John and Rosemary Grossa.
They obtained it years ago from an antique store in Garden
Michigan (in the Upper Peninsula).

The First Baby Carriage
William Kent, a garden architect from England,
designed the first known baby carriage for the third Duke of
Devonshire in 1733. Kent created the baby carriage in the
shape of a shell that a baby could sit in. It was decorated
with a snake design and used a harness to be pulled by a
goat. Kent’s design caught on, and soon baby carriages were Can you imagine strolling along the
promenade, dressed to the hilt and pushing
springing up in wealthy circles around Europe.
your baby in this magnificent c. 1897 wickIn the years that followed, carriages were equipped
er perambulator (pram)?
with handles. Up until that time carriages and prams were
designed as miniature horse-drawn carriages. They were built to be pulled by dogs or ponies
instead of by parents.
In the 1840s Queen Victoria bought three push-style baby carriages and ensured that by
the following year anyone who wanted to be part of high society had a baby carriage.
Nineteenth century models had names to reflect the need for people to be associated with
royalty. Model names like Duchess or Princess were common. The Windsor and Balmoral
models were also fairly popular.
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Looking for a great Christmas, Graduation, Anniversary, or Birthday Gift?

Give a
Elk Rapids Area Historical Society Membership
to that “someone special"!
It's very unique; and, it can be used all year long!
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
(PLEASE PRINT !)
I hereby apply for membership in the Elk Rapids Area Historical Society in the category listed below:
Name: _______________________________________
(Please Print Your Full Name)
Address: _______________________________________ Telephone: (Home)

(___) ________

City: _________________State:_____Zip:_______ Telephone: (Business) (___) ________
Place a check mark next to your Membership Category...
Student (under 18)

$

5.00

__________

Single

$ 10.00

__________

Family

$ 15.00

__________

Business

$ 25.00

__________

Patron

$ 50.00

__________

Life (Single)

$100.00

__________

Total Amount Enclosed: $_______________
Please return this form with your payment
(checks made payable to Elk Rapids Area Historical Society) to:
Elk Rapids Area Society
P.O. Box 2
Elk Rapids, MI 49629-0002



Membership in the Society is open to all persons interested in keeping history alive and preserving our past heritage.
The Society is represented by a Board that meets monthly to direct the operation of the organization



Membership entitles you to free admission to the Museum, newsletters and advance notice of special events. Society
programs are usually presented on the fourth Thursday of the month from May through November at 7:00 pm in the upperlevel meeting room of the Historic Elk Rapids Township Hall..



It shall be the policy of the Elk Rapids Area Historical Society to provide equal membership opportunities to all eligible
persons without regard to race, religion, color, national11origin, citizenship, age, sex, marital status, parental status, handicap,
membership in a labor organization, and political affiliation.
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Elk Rapids Area Historical Society
P. O. Box 2
Elk Rapids, Michigan 49629-0002
Board of Directors
Dan LeBlond….….…. President
Greg Reisig…………..Vice Pres.
Adam Schuler.. ……....Treasurer
Marjorie Kinery………Secretary
Joani Braun….............. Trustee
Glenn Neumann…........Trustee
Jackie Weber……….... Trustee
Elaine Glowicki…… Trustee

VISIT THE GIFT SHOP “ANNEX” - OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK !

Visit our booth in the Harbor Antique Mall
151 River St, Elk Rapids, MI 49629
In Historic Downtown Elk Rapids
(Corner of River and Cedar Streets)
Featuring: Local History Books, Vintage Photographs ,
Curios, Cards, CD’s and Cemetery Records

The Museum Gift Shop:
“Where The Perfect Present Is The Past!”

