
 

  

  Spring 2017 Newsletter 

 Help Us Restore Our Windows! 

 

                  Only Need $1770  to reach goal! 

     In February, the Elk Rapids Historical Society sent out an appeal to the 
Elk Rapids community asking for your help to raise $6,475.50 to repair and 
restore the Stained Glass windows that helped put us on the  
National Register of Historic Places.  See related article regarding our       
approval for a Michigan Historical Marker on page 5. 

     Since that February appeal, we have received $4,705.50. We are now    
72% toward our goal of $6,475.50.  We only need $1,770 more to reach 
100% of our fundraising goal.  Any donation received since February is   
being  doubled by one of our Board members.  If we reach our goal, we will 
be able to complete restoration of the windows this summer.   

     Eight of the thirteen windows were installed when the building was first 
constructed in 1901.  The remaining five were added shortly after.  All the 
windows are over 100 years old.  We would like the windows to last another 
100 years.  With your help, we can do it! Please use the form on page 7 to  
contribute whatever amount that is comfortable for you.   

Remember!  Your $1 is worth $2 

——————------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Pearl’s Fundraiser for Stained Glass Window Restoration 

A group of 64 friends attended the kick-off Fundraiser for 
our Stained Glass Window Restoration Campaign at Pearl’s 
Restaurant on October 25, 2016. 
 
Pearl’s donated the entire proceeds from the $10 donation 
ticket that included complimentary hor d’oeurves and drinks 
at happy hour prices.  A total of $789 was raised.  
 
 Thank you to Pearls’ and everyone who took the time to get 
together and enjoy an early evening of socializing for a good 
cause. 
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Board of Trustees 
Dan LeBlond   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .President 

Craig Handley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vice President 

Margaret LeBlond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Treasurer 

Florence Wettlaufer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary 

Dan Ernst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Marcia Graham   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Inez Gotts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Judy Hahn Fishbeck  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Adam Schuler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Daniel Wettlaufer . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Veronica Wetler ... . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Museum 
Open June 1st through August 

31st 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 1-4 p.m.   

Other days by appointment. 

Located: 301 Traverse St . at the corner of Pine  St. 

Admission: Free to members, children, students 

Non-membrers:  donations accepted 

Phone:  231-264-5692 

      Sidewalk Repair 

Just after the  
Museum closed 
its doors for the  
season on  
August 31st last 
year, a much-
needed repair 

was made to our handicap entrance on the 
west side of the building.  When the new  
water line was   installed in the spring, a con-
crete section of the walkway was cracked.  
In getting repair estimates, we   discovered 
that the walkway was not up to code and 
needed to be four inches deep instead of two 
inches deep.      Although, 
we could have repaired the 
one cracked section, it was  
decided that bringing the  
entire walkway up to code 
was in the best  long-term 
interests of the Museum. 

Meet Our New-

est Board 

Member  

     With the retirement of Jane Lund from our Board last fall, we 
replaced one educator with another.          
Veronica Welter is a year- round 
resident of the area who will be   
organizing a curriculum guide for 
our school outreach program.  Her 
experience as a special education 
teacher, administrator, and high 
school principal brings recent 
knowledge about education to our 
Board.   
     Veronica and her husband, Tom, 
have been married for 41 years and 
lived most of their married life in the Bay City area.  They lived 
for a time in Illinois when Tom was transferred.  Soon after Ve-
ronica’s retirement, four years ago, they moved to the Elk Rap-
ids area permanently.  Tom and Veronica have one son, one 
daughter, and twin grand-daughters.  Their daughter, who is a 
teacher in Flushing, completed a teaching assignment last sum-
mer in Poland where Tom and Veronica visited her.  They have 
also traveled to Spain and Portugal and plan to return again to 
Portugal. 
     Veronica volunteers at the State Theater in Traverse City and 
belongs to the Upper Torch Lake Association (UTLA) where 
she says they have great monthly potlucks.  The Elk Rapids Area 
Historical Society is pleased that Veronica has joined the Board 
and is willing to share her time and knowledge with us. 
 

New Stairlift 

Installed 

Last July, 2016, a new stairlift 

was installed at the Museum.   

It allows anyone having  

difficulty using stairs to be 

transported from the  

handicap entrance at the side  

of the building to the upper 

level where our monthly  

programs are presented or to 

the lower level where our  

displays and restrooms are   

located.  Since installation, it 

has been used a number of 

times with great success and many  compliments.  Board Mem-

ber, Dan Wettlaufer, is pictured   demonstrating the stairlift. 

Elk Rapids Area Historical Society 
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 2 
Elk Rapids, MI 49629-0002   
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            Marge Paradis 

 

One of our First Members 
     Marge Paradis was one of the original members 
of the Elk Rapids Historical Society.  When the     
Historical Society moved from the Township Hall 
basement to its current location in the former Elk 
Rapids First Methodist Episcopal Church,, she was 
one of the   biggest contributors to its success.  She 
helped to pack and  inventory artifacts and then     
unpack the items  after they were moved..  After   
leaving the Board of Trustees a couple of years ago, 
she continued working with the Museum Committee 
until health issues prevented her from continuing.    

     Marge was born in 
Milton Township, the 
youngest of eight  
children.  Her father 
died when she was 
four months old.  
Marge went on to  
become a nurse and 
worked at Sparrow 
Hospital in Lansing. 
After the death of her 
husband, she raised 

four sons and eventually retired in 1988 from the   
Barry-Eaton District Health Department.  She then  
returned to the Elk Rapids area.   In January of this 
year, Marge moved from her condo home of sixteen 
years in Elk Rapids to Samaritas Senior Living in  
Williamsburg.  We wish her well in her new home and 

thank her for the many years of volunteering.  

Now in Living Color! 
   Thanks to one of our 
newer volunteers, we 
are now publishing our  
Newsletter in color.  
When the Historical  
Society needed some 
graphic design services 
last year for our  

membership brochure,   
someone recommended   
Amy Hansen as a local 
person who was in the 
process of starting a 
graphic design/printing services business called      
Revolution Design and Printing.  From that contact, 
Amy indicated a desire to volunteer at the  
Museum.  Since then, her 20 years of experience in  
printing and graphic design has been invaluable by 
reducing expenses in producing our Newsletters and 
mailings.  In addition, Dan LeBlond has trained Amy to 
handle the technology aspect of presenting our   
monthly programs. 

    Originally from West Virginia, her family moved to 
the Traverse City area when she was twelve.  Amy has 
been married to Eric for one and half years.  They are 
both athletic and participate in many running events 
throughout the state.  Their plans are to permanently 
settle in Elk Rapids near both their families who live in 
the area.  That is good news for the Historical Society 
and we look forward to her volunteer services for many 
years. 

                Amy Hansen 

The Three Thousand Pound  Elephant in the Room 

 

     When the Elk Rapids Area Historical Society moved from the township hall 
basement to the First Episcopal Methodist Church building in 2012, it was  
decided that we did not want to leave a very old Dexter/Noble office safe  
behind.  With the help of commercial moving equipment, the safe ,which many 
estimate weighs 3,000 lbs., was moved and deposited in the display area of the 
lower level of our current building where it has remained for the last five years. 
 
   When a wall behind the safe was removed during our renovation of the  
bathrooms, the safe ended up standing in the middle of a hall walkway.  With the 
ingenuity, strength, and determination of Marty Dillon, son of Dale  
Dillon, the safe was finally moved (to the relief of many Board members and 
Museum Committee volunteers), to a corner area where it could be more  
appropriately viewed without blocking other displays.  

3,000 lb Dexter & Noble Safe 
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      Business After Hours 

   On October 20, 2016, the Elk Rapids Area Historical 

Museum partnered with Samaritas Senior Living to 

host a “Business After Hours” get-together for other  

members of the Chamber of Commerce.  Each month, 

different Chamber members open their businesses 

from five to seven p.m. to network and become      

acquainted with new members.   

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Paczki Day at the Museum 

    At the invitation of our Museum Committee  

Chairperson, Karen Szymanski, a group of thirteen    

volunteers showed up at the Museum on Tuesday, 

February 28th.  They enjoyed paczkis, (Polish jellied 

donuts), socialized, and got some serious work done 

for three hours beginning at 10:00 a.m.  Thank you 

to all who attended and donated their time.  Based 

on the successful response to this event, future 

work sessions are in the planning stage now. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 Boyne City Historical Society 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 1, 2016, representatives from the Boyne 

City Historical Museum visited our Museum.  Michele 

Hewitt, Kecia Freed, and Hugh Conklin  met with  

Karen Szymanski, Glenn Neumann, Jane Lund, and 

Marcia Graham to get suggestions to use when their 

Museum is opened in the new government building in 

Boyne City.  Two hours were spent touring, talking, and 

exchanging ideas. 

 

The Last of the Big Renovation 

                                    Networking 

Approximately 30 people attended and shared experiences.  

After dusting and cleaning, Inez Gotts and Kathie  

Carpenter enjoyed coffee and a paczki, a Polish treat. 

The last of the major 

building renovations 

was completed in the 

fall with the installation 

of a handrail at the back 

ent rance  of  the     

building.  Once again, 

we can thank Dale  

Dillon for his many 

hours of work at the 

Museum making sure 

that we are getting first 

quality work. 
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 Miss Judy Teaches Mill Creek 1st 
Graders About Their Family Trees 

    On October 10, 2016, Ms. Chalk and Mrs. Brady’s 1st 
graders from Mill Creek Elementary School visited the 
Historical Museum for a lesson on what life was like for 
families in the 1800’s in Elk Rapids.  They learned that 
their class was usually held in a one-room schoolhouse 
where the teacher would have to start a fire before the 
students arrived and that everyone used small chalk-
boards instead of paper and pencil.  The students were 
also surprised to learn that their teacher might live with 
them for a week or more on a rotating basis.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Miss Judy (Lopus), who presented the lesson,  
explained genealogy and family trees.  She also helped 
the students understand how clothes were washed by 
hand and hung to dry because there were no washers, 
dryers, or electricity.  After the lesson, students had a 
chance to tour the Museum in small groups to see an  
early classroom display with reading books and other 
items on display.  

          Historical Marker Update 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Kindergarten Quilting at Lakeland 
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              In January, two members from the Wednesday  
Piecemakers Quilt Group, who are also volunteers at the 
Elk Rapids Historical Museum, presented a program 
about quilting to the kindergarteners at Lakeland       
Elementary School.  Dolores Hibbard and Karen      
Szymanski discussed the use and history of quilts.     
Various patchwork, applique, and story quilts were    
displayed.  The students learned that the “patch quilt” is 
an American invention developed from necessity.  Early 
settlers saved outgrown and worn out garments, cut 
them into squares, and fashioned coverlets from them.  
Through time, the quilters became more artistic with 
their patterns. – Text and photo contributed by Dolores Hibbard  
 

Our Annual Potluck and Program 
     October 6, 2016 marked the end of season at the  
Historical Museum.  A crowd of 54 members and guests 
attended our Annual Potluck meeting and Program 
which was held at the HERTH (The Historic Elk Rapids 
Township Hall).   Besides the wide variety of dishes and 
desserts, Joe Youchatz presented a pictorial overview of 
the many renovations that have converted the Elk    
Rapids Cinema into the beautiful theater it is today.  A 
big “Thank you” to HERTHA for kindly donating the 
use of their hall for this occasion! 
 
 

      At its February meeting, the  
Michigan Historical Commission 
approved the Michigan Historical 
Marker application submitted by 
the Elk Rapids Historical  
Society.  The approval by the 
Michigan Historical Commission 
means that a Michigan Historical 
maker will be forged and then  
installed in front the Museum.  
Text describing the history of the 
building and the congregation 

will be written by the Michigan Historical             
Commission.  ERAHS is planning a dedication       
ceremony to tentatively take place on August 13, 2017, 
which is Elk Rapids Founders' Day.  The public is  
invited to attend.  

  Marker Example 

Dolores Hibbard explained the use and history of 
quilts to the class. 
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            *** Business Partners *** 
These Business Partners, over the years, have annually made generous contributions to our Museum's operating budget. 
We are grateful for their continuous support!  

            *** Program Sponsors *** 
Two years ago,  the Elk Rapids Area Historical Society began a program inviting businesses to help sponsor our monthly  
programs.  We thank the following businesses who are sponsoring  our 2017 programs: 

Programs & Events for 2017 
(At the Museum, 301 Traverse Street, corner of Pine Street unless otherwise noted) 

           
    May 4th, 2017 (First Thursday, 7:00 P.M): Terry Pepper, “Bombed But Not Forgotten: 
                The Waugoshance Lighthouse” 
 
    June 1st, 2017 (First Thursday, 7:00 P.M): Kerry Kelly, “Sleeping Bear Dunes: Off the Beaten Path - 
                                                                                          Where Visitors Rarely Go” 
 
    July 6th, 2017 (First Thursday, 7:00 P.M): Jim McClurg, “Shanty Boys, Swampers, and River Hogs: 
               Lumbering Around Elk Rapids 1860-1900” 
 
    August 10th, 2017 (Second Thursday, 7:00 P.M): Tom Gordon, “Northern Michigan in WWII” 
 
    August ??,  2017 (Date To Be Announced)  Jim McDivitt, retired Astronaut,  “Adventures In Space”  
 
    September 7th 2017 (First Thursday, 7:00 P.M): Bea Freidlander, “Animals in the Civil War: Beyond Old 
                                                                                                           Abe and Traveller ” 
 
    October 5th, 2017 (First Thursday, 6:00 PM): Potluck and Program (Location to be Determined) 
                                      6:00 pm Potluck Dinner (Admission:  Dish to Pass) 
                                      7:00 pm  a Program: Herb Tipton, “Antrim County Iron Works” 

 All Smiles Dentistry  Elk Rapids Primary Care  Short’s Brewing Company 

 Chef Charles  Fitzpatrick Insurance Agency  Siren Hall 

 Chemical Bank  Ice Cream Peddlers  The Flour Pot 

 Common Angle, Inc.  Kellie Sergent, Century 21, Northland   The Moose 

 Cone Corral & Pizza  Re/Max of Elk Rapids  The Nature Connection 

 Edward Jones  River Pharmacy  Town Club 
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Yes! I want to support The Elk Rapids Historical Museum!  

Gift Amount:   $50   $100   $200   $500   $1,000  $2,500   Other 

 I want my donation to be used  for Stained Glass Window Restoration only. 

 I have enclosed a check payable to ERAHS Please print clearly: 

 
Name     

Summer address      

City/State/Zip Code        

Winter address (if different)       

City/State/Zip Code      

Phone     

E-Mail    

I wish to be recognized for this donation    Yes     No 

If yes, please list my/our name(s) as    
 

I would like to give my gift        in Honor of  in Memory of 

Name____________________________________________________________ 
   (please include a note with acknowledgement information) 

 

           Mail to: ERAHS, P.O. Box 2, Elk Rapids MI 49629-0002 

Become a member of ERAHS 

and receive free admission to 

monthly programs and other 

benefits: 

 Single - $25 

 Family - $40 

 Business - $50 

 Patron - $100 

The Elk Rapids Area Historical 
Society is a 501C (3) non-profit  
corporation. Contributions are 

 tax-deductible to the extent  
allowed by law. 

 

 Thank you  for your  support! 
www.elkrapidshistory.org 

While everyone and their brother seems to save Community Cash 
receipts from Village Market for various organizations, the Museum 
appreciates everyone who chooses to share their receipts with us.  
Elk Rapids Village Market gives 2% of each sale to all participating 
groups.  Last year we received $695.15. 
 
Receipts can be deposited in the black drop box that hangs on our 
back door. 
 

               Thank you all who save for us! 

  Donations from your IRA can be TAX-FREE! 
          At this time of the year, we are all thinking about taxes that we 
would rather not pay.  Did you know that if you are over 70-1/2 years 
old and make a charitable donation from your IRA, the money you take 
out of your IRA is TAX-FREE from both Federal and State taxes?  If 
you itemize your deductions, you do not get the advantage of saving  
Michigan taxes on your donation.  

           Ask your financial institution about making a direct charitable          
distribution to the Elk Rapids Area Historical Society.  This donation 
also satisfies your required minimum distribution. 

Community Cash Reminder     

      

        

http://www.elkrapidshistory.org/
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Deliver to: 

Visit us online at www.elkrapidshistory.org and “like” us on Facebook. 

Now 

 

           Elk Rapids — Because of the Water 

“ELK RAPIDS – Because of the Water” will be the new theme for the Elk Rapids Historical  Museum 

this summer.   The display theme in the museum will focus on major activities that have contributed to the 

growth and popularity of the Elk Rapids area.  Industries such as logging, cement and iron production as 

well as agriculture, fishing and tourism have all drawn people to live and work in this area.  Come and see 

the changes that have taken place over the years.   The Museum will be open on Wednesdays and  

Saturdays from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m., June 3 thru August 30.  The museum will be closed Saturday, August 5th 

due to Harbor Days.  Other visits can be arranged by calling 231-264-5692. Admission by  donation.  

 


