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Join Us! 

Founder’s Day BBQ 

& Classic Car Roundup 

Saturday August 13, 2016 

$10.00 

The Elk Rapids Area Historical Society (ERAHS), in collaboration with the Historical Elk Rapids Township 
Hall Association (HERTHA), is sponsoring a combined Pulled Pork BBQ and Car Roundup community event 
on August 13, 2016 to celebrate the founding of Elk Rapids.  

The event will be held from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. on River Street between Cedar and Spruce with activities at both 
the HERTH (Historic Elk Rapids Township Hall) on River Street and the Elk Rapids Area Museum on the 
corner of Pine and Traverse Streets.  In addition to the showing of antique and classic cars by local residents, 
there will be line dancing, a historical scavenger hunt involving both the HERTH and the ERAHS, food and 
entertainment at the HERTH and greeters at the Historical Museum.   

Abram Wadsworth was one of the first surveyors to reach the Elk Rapids area in 1846 while passing through 
on his way to the Straits of Mackinac.  In 1853, at Wadsworth’s home which he had built the previous year, the 
township of Antrim (later renamed Meguzee and finally Elk Rapids) was officially established.  That year also 
marked the opening of the first school and post office in Elk Rapids.    

Volunteers are needed for this event.  If interested, leave a message with your name and number on the 
Museum’s answering machine, 231-264-5692. Join us to celebrate and learn about the history of Elk Rapids! 

 
 

Founder’s Day Trivia Question... 

 
 

 

 
It is often said that behind every successful man is a woman. 
A lot is written about Abram Wadsworth, but not much on his wife. 
 
What is the first name of Abraham Wadsworth’s wife?   
For “extra credit” - What is her middle name? 
 
        (find answer on page 5) 

Mrs. Abram Wadsworth (circa 1890) 
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Board of Trustees 
Dan LeBlond   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .President 

Craig Handley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vice President 

Margaret LeBlond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Treasurer 

Florence Wettlaufer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary 

Dan Ernst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Marcia Graham   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Inez Gotts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Judy Hahn Fishbeck  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Jane Lund   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Adam Schuler . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Daniel Wettlaufer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Museum 
Open June 1st through August 31st 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 1-4 p.m.   

Other days by appointment. 

Located: 301 Traverse St . at the corner of Pine  St. 

Admission: Free to members, children, students 

Non-membrers:  donations accepted 

Phone:  231-264-5692 

www.elkrapidshistory.org 

The History and Mystery of 
South Fox Island  

Light Station 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The First Fox Island Light Station was built 
in November, 1867 and the second one in 
1934.  It was decommissioned in 1969 and 
transferred to the State of Michigan in 1971. 
It was permanently shut down in 1984. 
 
Since 2000, the Fox Island Lighthouse 
Association (FILA) has worked to stabilized, 
restore and preserve the seven buildings on 
the land.  Catherine Allchin, FILA Vice 
President, at the June 2nd monthly program, 
described the various buildings and the 
progress that has been made to date by a 
group of dedicated volunteers.  

Meet a Board Member:  

This month we are introducing the member who has probably 
served on the Board of Trustees of the Elk Rapids Area 
Historical Society longer than anyone else, Adam Schuler. 

   
Adam was born at Munson 
 Hospital, where coincidently he 
worked for 40 years before retiring.  
His parents were born in Elk Rap-
ids and he has lived his entire life 
here.  He served as Township 
Treasurer following his mother’s 
footsteps.  Together, they served a 

total of 70 years as Treasurer from 1937 to 2007.    

Adam’s interest in the Elk Rapids Area Historical Society stems      
from the fact that his great-grandfather sold the land on which 
the Township Hall was built to Elk Rapids Township in the 
early 1880’s.  The first home of the Elk Rapids Area Historical 
Society was in the basement of the Township Hall.  

Adam and Christine have been married since 2001.  They have 
two living children and six  grandchildren.  An interesting bit of 
trivia is that Adam’s grandfather Gottlieb and his grandfather’s 
brother, Charles, owned and operated the first beer brewery on 
South Bay Shore Drive called “Grammel Brother’s Brewery.”  
The brew was called “Silver Foam.” 
  

 

 

 

  

      Grammel Brothers Brewery  circa 1910 

   SHOPPING BAGS 

 

While you are at the Museum,  

purchase our new Shopping Bag.   

For only $3.00, it’s a great way to 

show your support for the Elk  

Rapids Area 

Elk Rapids Area Historical Society 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 2 
Elk Rapids, MI 49629-0002   
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Mr. Neumann Goes to Washington  

On October 18, 2015, Glenn Neumann, Resident  
Historian of Elk Rapids and the Elk Rapids Historical 
Museum, flew to Washington, D.C. as part of the 
Mid-Michigan Honor Flight for WWII, Korean, and 
Vietnam Veterans.  This one-day flight was provided 
free to 62 veterans so that they could visit Memorials 
that are “dedicated to honor their sacrifices.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seven Memorials were visited in all:  World War II, 
Washington Monument, Lincoln Memorial, Korean 
War Memorial, Vietnam War Memorial, Air Force Me-
morial, and Arlington Cemetery, where the veterans 
witnessed the changing of the guard at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier. 

After a whirlwind day of visiting the Memorials, the 
veterans headed home and arrived back in Traverse 
City at 7:25 p.m.  Once again, the veterans were greeted 
with flags and a crowd of well-wishers who shook their 
hands and hugged them.  After a dinner and veteran 
get-together at Lake Ann Christian Camp, Glenn finally 
arrived home at 11:45 p.m. 

Glenn has chronicled this event in a four-page report 
from which all this information was gathered.  He  
ended his report by saying, “I can’t describe my      
feelings for my trip without the tears coming.”  Glenn 
Neumann served as a Navy SeaBee from 1944 to 1946. 

 

 

 

 

       Thank you for your service, Glenn! 
 

 What’s Happening with our 

 Historical Marker  

On December 29, 2015, the National Parks Service, 
approved the nomination of our building, originally 
the Elk Rapids First Methodist Episcopal Church, 
now the Elk Rapids Area Historical Museum, to the 
National Register of Historic Places.  Our Spring 
Newsletter described all the details that made our 
building significant enough to be added to the 
National Register.   In February 2016, we announced 
our designation as a Historical site and asked 
members, friends, families, and businesses to help us 
raise the $5000 needed to erect a Historical Marker in 
front of our building.  Eighty-five (85) members, 
friends, families, and businesses responded 
immediately and we met our goal within three 
months.  This was the most spontaneous response we 
have ever received for a specific fundraiser and we 
sincerely thank everyone who contributed to its  
success! 
 
We are now completing a six page application form to 
commission the construction of the marker that 
requires us to document much of the same 
 information in our original application for the 
 marker.  The application tells us that it may take 10 
to 12 months to complete this process.  After the  
application is approved, wording on the marker is 
developed in conjunction with a consultant, and then 
the marker is constructed.  We are planning to  
complete this project by Summer 2017 and hold a 
dedication ceremony at that time.  Check future 
newsletters for the exact date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An example of the marker we 
are requesting. 
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 Our Renovation Scrapbook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    1. Display cases covered with plastic sheeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

                Ross Graham doing demolition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Both bathrooms in the lower level were completely 
demolished.  Walls and  paneling were torn down.   
Fieldstone walls were cleaned and re-tucked.  Studs were 
reframed.  Plumbing pipes replaced. 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

3. Drywall was installed to cover the new plumbing.  
New ceiling outside the  bathrooms was dry walled.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. New water line was added and connected to new 
plumbing.  This required excavation from the front of 
the building on Traverse Street, around the west side of 
the building, and reconnection at the back of the    
building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Flooring, vanities, and lavatories were installed.     
One of the two bathrooms is now ADA handicap 
compliant. 
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 Renovation Almost Complete  

The dust is slowly settling after a winter of almost  
continuous demolition and remodeling.  In preparation, 
Glenn Neumann and Frank Russell covered all display 
cases in the lower level with plastic and a plastic sheet 
was hung in the archway separating the work area from 
the display area.  From January through April, both 
bathrooms in the lower level were completely 
demolished.  The walls and paneling were torn down, 
and the fieldstone walls outside the bathrooms were 
cleaned and re-tucked.  Studs were rebuilt in the 
bathrooms and new plumbing pipes were replaced.  
Then drywall was installed to cover the new plumbing.  
A new ceiling outside the bathrooms was dry walled 
causing tremendous dust in the area outside the bath-
room.  Flooring, vanities, and lavatories were then add-
ed.  One of the two bathrooms is now ADA handicap 
compliant.  In April, trim molding and painting were 
completed.   

In May, a new water line was added and connected to 
the new plumbing.  This required excavation from the 
front of the building on Traverse Street, around the west 
side of the building, and reconnection at the back 
(south) side of the building. 

The cement stairs inside the back door were removed 
and replaced with wider, safer steps.  The stairs have 
been completely covered with a rubber non-skid surface.  
Motion sensing lights have been added to the stair area 
for greater safety.  A new stair lift is expected to be   in-
stalled in July, connecting the upper and lower levels.  
The stair lift can be stopped at the handicap entrance 
halfway between the upper and lower levels to transport 
to either area.  
 
All this work is the result of the generosity of two  
Rotary grants totaling $21,600, donations totaling 
$21,250 from members, friends, families, and businesses 
over a two-year period, and $16,636 from savings. In all, 
the final cost of the renovation was approximately 
$59,486.  Thank you to everyone who contributed to the 
success of this huge endeavor. 
 

A History Lesson with a 
 Scavenger Hunt 

 

On June 3rd, two classes of 4th graders from Lakeland 
Elementary combined a field trip with a history lesson 
taught by “schoolmarm”, Miss Jane Lund. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 From a slide show, students learned that the first 
 inhabitants of Elk Rapids were Indians and they came 
here for food and trade.  Ice was harvested from the 
Lake and delivered by horse and wagon to keep 
iceboxes cold.  An interesting bit of trivia involved                                
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 .   Rotary Club 

 of  

Elk Rapids 

a growler which was a tin lunch 
pail that children carried to school 
with their lunch in it.  After 
school, they would rush to one of 
the seven saloons in town to get 
the growler filled with beer to take 
home for their father. “Rushing the 
growler,” was the term used because 
the children wanted to get home 
before their father; if they didn’t, 
he might growl at them!  After the 
presentation, the students were 
divided into groups to hunt for 
items they saw in the slide show. 

Founder’s Day Trivia Question Answer: 
 
Martha Adeline Wadsworth.  Maiden Name: Northam 
Wife of Abram Wadsworth.  Born: 1817,  Died: 1896  
at Traverse City Michigan. 
 
Little was recorded on how Martha and her children, 
Fanny, Elizabeth and James, endured in their isolated 
new existence. When Martha’s obituary was written 40 
years later, the author noted her only female compan-
ionship those first few years came from occasional  
visits by a local Indian woman who spoke no English. 

“Rushing the growler” 
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 All Smiles Dentistry  Exit Northern Shores Realty  The Cone Corral 

 Chemical Bank  Fitzpatrick Insurance Agency  The Corner Druggist 

 Edward Jones  Re/Max of Elk Rapids  The Moose 

 Elk Rapids Chiropractic Center  River Pharmacy  The Nature Connection 

 Elk Rapids Primary Care  Schumacher Dental Laboratory   

            *** Program Sponsors *** 
September 2015, the Elk Rapids Area Historical Society began a program inviting businesses to help sponsor our monthly  
programs.  We thank the following businesses who are sponsoring  programs this year: 

            *** Business Partners *** 
These Business Partners, over the years, have annually made generous contributions to our Museum's operating budget. 
We are grateful for their continuous support!  

Programs & Events Remaining for 2016 
      August 11th, 2016 (Second Thursday of August, 7:00 PM): 
     At 301 Traverse Street, corner of Pine Street.  Susan Hall & Emily Musgrave will present, 
    “The Magic of Millers Park" which observed its 100th anniversary in June 2014. 
    ERAHS website URL: http://elkrapidshistory.org/august_11th_2016.aspx 
 
    August 13th, 2016 (Second Saturday of August, 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM): 
    At the Historic Elk Rapids Township Hall, 401 River Street (across from the tennis courts) 
    First Annual “Founder’s Day & Classic Car Roundup.”  See page 1 for current details.  
    ERAHS website URL: this event will be published when plans and ticket prices finalized. 
 
    September 1st, 2016 (First Thursday of September, 7:00 P.M): 
    At 301 Traverse Street, corner of Pine Street.  Norton Bretz returns to Elk Rapids to   
    present “Murder In Antrim County, 1870: A Family Story."  William Swan, a  46 year old 
    black Charlevoix family man was walking to Traverse City on June 10, 1870 when he was 
    harassed and later shot dead. ERAHS website URL: http://elkrapidshistory.org/september_1st_2016.aspx. 
 
    October 6th, 2016 (First Thursday of October, 6:00 PM): 
    At the Historic Elk Rapids Township Hall, 401 River Street (across from the tennis courts)  
   “Annual Meeting , Potluck Dinner, Program" A f t e r  d i n n e r  a n d  a  b r i e f  b u s i n e s s  
  m e e t i n g ,   Joe Yuchasz, owner of the Elk Rapids Cinema, tells the history of movie theaters in Elk Rapids.  
    ERAHS website URL: http://elkrapidshistory.org/october_2nd_2014.aspx 



 

7 

Good News for Taxpayers! 
There is now a great way for you to financially help the Elk Rapids Historical 
Society and save yourself from paying unnecessary taxes.  The United States 
House and Senate passed, and the President signed into law on December 18, 
2015, a permanent provision that allows anyone over 70-1/2 years who 
receives a required minimum distribution (RMD) to rollover any part of their 
distribution up to $100,000 every year to charitable nonprofit organizations 
such as the Elk Rapids Historical Society and eliminate taxation on that part of 
the distribution.  When you instruct your financial institution, bank, credit 
union, etc., to send part  or all of your RMD to a charitable nonprofit           
organization, that part of your distribution is totally non-taxable, but still ful-
fills RMD requirements.     

In order to take this type of distribution you must: 

Be an traditional IRA owner age 70-1/2 or older  

Notify your IRA custodian to make a direct transfer of the distribution amount from the IRA to a qualified charity 

If you plan to take advantage of this tax savings, notify your financial institution that you want the Charitable Rollover amount to 
be sent directly to: 

 Elk Rapids Historical Society 
 P.O. Box 2 
 Elk Rapids, Michigan 49629-0002 

 

 

 

Yes! I want to support The Elk Rapids Historical Museum!  

Gift Amount:   $50   $100   $200   $500   $1,000  $2,500   Other 

 I have enclosed a check payable to ERAHS Please print clearly: 

 
Name     

Summer address      

City/State/Zip Code        

Winter address (if different)       

City/State/Zip Code      

Phone     

E-Mail     

I wish to be recognized for this donation   Yes   No 

If yes, please list my/our name(s) as    
 

I would like to give my gift        in Honor of  in Memory of 

Name____________________________________________________________ 
   (please include a note with acknowledgement information) 

 

           Mail to: ERAHS, P.O. Box 2, Elk Rapids MI 49629-0002 

 

Become a member of ERAHS 

and receive free admission to 

monthly programs and other 

benefits: 

 Single - $25 

 Family - $40 

 Business - $50 

 Patron - $100 

The Elk Rapids Area Historical 
Society is a 501C (3) non-profit  
corporation. Contributions are 

 tax-deductible to the extent  
allowed by law. 

 
 Thank you  for your  support! 

www.elkrapidshistory.org 

http://www.elkrapidshistory.org/
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Deliver to: 

Visit us online at www.elkrapidshistory.org and “like” us on facebook. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Some things stay the same – some things change.  This summer 
through August 31st, the Museum is continuing a popular exhibit  
created last year  entitled “Then & Now.”  On display will be over 
50 items from the “THEN” period from our Archives along with 
the “NOW”  
version.   
 
 Stop by!  Bring the kids and your guests to enjoy a casual 
stroll down MEMORY LANE  at the Elk Rapids Area Historical 
Museum, 301 Traverse Street, corner of Traverse and Pine. 

“THEN  &  NOW” 

                                  Part 2 

Now 


