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 Stained Glass Window Restoration  

                                 Phase 1 

     Thanks to the generosity of the Elk Rapids community, the first phase 
of the Stained Glass Window Restoration was completed on May 21st when 
all the stained glass windows were rebraced.  This involved installing new 
brace bars across the windows to secure them.  
       Where new  braces bars were not needed, the wire bands holding the 
braces were tightened or soldered.  Eric Brown, from Eric Brown Stained 
Glass of Rockford, MI, who first evaluated the condition of the windows 
three years ago and performed the repair, commented that the windows were 
in far better condition than would be expected because of the regular rebrac-
ing that had been done over the years.  He added that there was little bowing, 
if any, of the windows.  His comments reinforced our decision to tackle this 
project at this time. 
      Phase 2 of the project involves removing the existing Plexiglass on the     
exterior of the windows, and then repairing, rechaulking and repainting the    
window frames.  Phase 3 will involve installation of  vented Lexan covering over 
the  newly painted windows. 
 
 
 
 

              Former Astronaut visits                            

        On June 25th, Jim McDivitt, former astronaut and local summer 
resident, described his personal experiences before, during and after his 
involvement in the Space Program to a packed audience.  One of the 
most interesting anecdotes involved his explanation of what was 
thought to be a UFO.  Another  involved the astronauts’ rescue of one 
of the divers who was sent to retrieve the astronauts when they         
returned to earth.  
       After graduating from the University of Michigan, Jim became  a 
test  pilot in the Air Force, logging over 5000 flying hours.  He then 
joined NASA and became an astronaut in 1962. In 1965, he command-
ed Gemini 4 and helped fellow astronaut Edward White  conduct the first U.S. spacewalk.  As commander 
of Apollo 9, he was part of a 10-day orbital flight.  He later managed Apollo 12-16 as part of the Apollo 
Spacecraft Program. 

Eric Brown rebracing widows 
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Board of Trustees 
Dan LeBlond   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .President 

Craig Handley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vice President 

Margaret LeBlond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Treasurer 

Florence Wettlaufer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary 

Dan Ernst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Marcia Graham   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Inez Gotts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Judy Hahn Fishbeck  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Adam Schuler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Daniel Wettlaufer . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Vacancy              ... . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Museum 
Open June 1st through August 31st 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 1-4 p.m.   

Other days by appointment. 

Located: 301 Traverse St . at the corner of Pine  St. 

Admission: Free to members, children, students 

Non-membrers:  donations accepted 

Phone:  231-264-5692 

Website:  www.elkrapidshistory.org 

 

 Volunteers Needed 

      We can always use an extra hand 
around the Museum for a variety of 
tasks.  If you have time and skills to 
share, please call us 231-264-5692. 

Needed: 

 Board Trustee 

 Data Entry 

 Greeter 

 Maintenance (big and small) 

 Photo Scanner 

 Program Refreshment Host 

 Videographer (equipment & training 
provided 

 Website Manager 

 

Meet A Board Member  

     Inez Gotts is a long-time Board member who coordinates the  
Museum’s Greeter Program and our 
organization’s participation in the Elk 
Rapids Art & Craft show in the spring 
or summer.  In addition, each month 
you will see her setting up refresh-
ments and greeting visitors at our 
monthly programs.   
 Inez, and her husband Tom 
have lived in in Elk Rapids since 1993 
following Tom’s retirement as an Art 
Teacher in Taylor,  
Michigan.  Her interest in the Histori-
cal Museum stems from Tom’s mother who was born in Elk 
Rapids and owned a home two houses from theirs.  Both homes 
are  considered  
historic houses. 
 After receiving her Nursing diploma from Mt. Carmel 
Hospital in Detroit, Inez worked as a Psychiatric Nurse in Ann 
Arbor, an IV Nurse in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and an Industrial 
Nurse in Wyandotte.  Her skills as a nurse helped her raise 6 
children, 4 boys and 2 girls who have given her 7 grandchildren.  
With her husband Tom’s 4 children, 8 grandchildren and 2    
great-grandchildren they have a large extended family.  
 Inez also finds time to work with the Elk Rapids Garden 
Club and coordinate the flower gardens at Sacred Heart Church.  
Her love of flowers is evident in the beautiful flower garden she 
and Tom maintain on the extra lot next to their home.  Inez is 
another Board member who goes “above and beyond.”   
 Anyone interested in volunteering to be a Greeter, please 
contact Inez at 264-6558.  Greeters work for 3 hours from 1 to 
4 p.m. either Wednesday or Saturday.  Work as many or as few 
days as you wish between June 1st and August 30th. 
  

              Historical Marker Update 

     
     On May 25th, we approved the 
wording created by the Michigan  
Historical Commission to go on our 
Historical Marker .   The Michigan  
Historical Commission met on June 
8th, and gave their final  approval of 
the wording.  The Marker is now in the 
process of being constructed.  Because 
of the various approvals needed, the 
Commission asked that we set a  
dedication date later in the summer 
than we had earlier planned.          
Dedication is now scheduled for  
September  16, 2017. 

Elk Rapids Area Historical Society 
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 2 
Elk Rapids, MI 49629-0002   

Inez Gotts 
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               Jackie Weber 

    
    New Museum Volunteer 

 
   Last year, an on-going appeal was made for some-
one to help Glenn Neumann who maintains our  
collection of historic photographs.  We needed a  
person to help with the process of scanning and  
categorizing historic photos.  Without knowledge of 
that appeal, Jackie Weber, stepped forward and  
volunteered her time.  Since last September, Jackie has 

been working with 
Glenn to scan photos 
and assist with         
genealogical requests 
made to the Museum.  
It has been a match 
made in heaven.  This 
summer, she will be 
trained to enter those 
photos into our data-
base. 
 

   Jackie has lived in 
Elk Rapids since 1981.  She operated a gift shop called 
the “The County Goose” at the Grand Traverse     
Resort and then in Elk Rapids for a number of years  
when she first moved to the area.  When the economy 
turned down, she closed shop.  Soon after, she was 
offered a job as Office Manager with the Elk Rapids 
Town Meeting newspaper, the fore-runner of the Elk 
Rapids News.   She worked there for 12 years.  She also 
offered classes in genealogy, scrapbooking, and     
birdhouse making at the Elk Rapids Library. 
 

 Jackie has always been interested in history 
and her work at the Elk Rapids Town Meeting gave her 
an opportunity to learn a great deal about the  
history and families in Elk Rapids.  Jackie was an early 
officer of the Elk Rapids Area Historical Society,  
serving as Vice-President when Glenn Neumann was 
President.  She also wrote articles for our newsletter at 
the time. 
 

 Jackie and her husband, who passed in 2014, 
had 4 children.  She now has 8 grandchildren and 5 
great-grandchildren.  In addition, to her Museum 
work, Jackie also volunteers at the Alden Library.  
When asked what more she wanted everyone to know 
about herself, she emotionally said, “I love Elk  
Rapids.”   

The Search for the 
 Westmoreland 

   The first program of the 
2017 season was  presented 
on May 4th in conjunction 
with the Elk Rapids      
District Library.  Ross  
Richardson, author and 
shipwreck hunter, told the 
story of Lake Michigan’s 
most famous treasure ship, 
the passenger steamer 
Westmoreland.  He also  
described his exploration 
of a shipwreck graveyard 
near Sleeping Bear Point and another near Cross      
Village off Skillagalee Island.  As a bonus, Richardson 
shared tidbits from his latest book, “’Still Missing,    
Rethinking the D. B. Cooper Case and other          
Mysterious Unsolved Disappearances.”  110 attendees 
enjoyed an information-filled hour-and-half        
presentation. 

   110 people in attendance! 

The Sleeping Bear Dunes: 
Off the Beaten Path, 

Where Visitors Rarely Go  
 Our June program was a huge success.  Kelly 
Kerry, Chairman of the Friends of Sleeping Bears 
dunes showed us areas of Sleeping Bear Dunes 
where few visitors go.  Through his presentation, we 
learned about unmarked trails, ghost towns, and   
historic towns and docks.  Giant cedars and quaint 
villages on North and South Manitou Islands were 
described where birding and wildflowers are in 
abundance. 
 After retiring from Dow Chemical in 2004, 
Kelly began volunteering with the Friends of    
Sleeping Bear Dunes and now serves as Chairman 
and Public Relations Director.  The Elk Rapids    
Historical Society learned about Kelly through the 
three Life Academy courses he teaches relating to 
the Sleeping Bear Dunes at Northwestern Michigan 
College.  Kelly also coordinates the Adopt-A-Beach 
and Sleeping Bear Heritage Trail Ambassador     
programs as well as works one day a week at the 
Blacksmith Shop in Glen Haven.   
 Kelly is one presenter we are going to have 
back again! 
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         Because of the Water 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
      About 5 years ago, a group of local citizens began 
exploring ways to enhance the usefulness of Rotary 
Park.  With the encouragement of the Elk Rapids                       
Rotary Club and the Village Parks and Recreation 
Commission, this group innovatively proposed using 
the blank walls of the picnic pavilion as “storyboards.”  
It was decided that the focus would be the nautical  
history of the greater Elk Rapids area and called the 
Project “Because of the Water.” 

 

      By the fall of 2012, three large storyboards were 
mounted on the inside fireplace wall of the pavilion 
depicting settlements of the Anishinabek people,     
historical photographs, and an explanation of the 
stumps in Elk Lake.  The historical content of all the 
storyboards was provided by the Elk Rapids Area 
Historical Society.  
 

     In the next phase, a 24 foot by 12 foot high full size 
color map of the tip of the mitt was painted on the 
north wall of the picnic pavilion.  Finally, a paver patio 
was constructed with 8 storyboards mounted on fixed 
pedestals featuring a specific subject including         
Recreation, Lighthouses, Work Boats, etc. Photos and 
historical information were provided by Glenn      
Neumann and Dan LeBlond, who were Historical So-
ciety volunteer contributors.  
 
       Hundreds of hours of volunteer labor and  
donation of materials from local businesses contributed 
to the success of this project.  Funding for the $12,000 
cost of the project was provided by many non-profit 
organizations. We are proud that members of our  
organization significantly contributed to this project.   
 
Content courtesy of Jim Sak, “Because of the Water”  
Committee Chairperson.  
 

 Antrim County Historical 

 Society Network Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Twice year, the Antrim County Historical Society 
 Network hosts a meeting at one of their member    
locations.  In May, Herb Tipton, President of the 
Mancelona Historical Society was our host.  Five  
members of the Elk Rapids Historical Society attended 
the meeting and dinner.  These included Judy Hahn 
Fishbeck, Margaret and Dan LeBlond, Glenn Neumann, 
and Florence Wettlaufer.  Representatives of other  
organizations that attended included Alba, Alden,  
Bellaire, Central Lake, Ellsworth and Fife Lake.  After a 
tour of the Mancelona Historical Museum, which is  
located in the former Antrim County Iron Works  
Company Store, the group held their meeting and       
enjoyed a meal where they were able to share             
information and ideas.  Note:  Herb Tipton will be the     
featured speaker at our annual October potluck meeting. 

 

                                          Spring Cleaning 

 
     April 19th was spring cleaning day at the         
Museum.  Karen Szymanski, Museum Committee  
Chairperson, coordinated a group of 7 volunteers, 
who dusted furniture, shelves and artifacts, cleaned 
display case glass, vacuumed carpeting, scrubbed  
steps, and cleaned bathrooms from 9 to 4.  We are 
grateful to the following people who volunteered 
their time for a really important task prior to the 
opening of the Museum:   
 
     Mary Fierle  
     Inez Gotts  
     Jean Lamping 
     Jane Lund,  
     Margaret Vandenberge 
     Jackie Weber 
     Florence Wettlaufer 
 

Dan LeBlond, Judy Hahn Fishbeck, & Herb Tipton 
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2nd Graders from Lakeland Visit 

     In early May, second grade students from Lakeland  
Elementary School visited the Museum as part of their 
study on cultures related to Elk Rapids.  A total of 54 
students from Mr. McDonald’s and Mrs. Starr’s classes 
heard a presentation about the early settlers in Elk  
Rapids.  Afterwards, they broke in six smaller groups to 
examine artifacts throughout the Museum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
         Taking a peek inside an 1883 jail door. 
 
Popular stops in the Museum included the chamber pot, 
a jail replica from 1883, an early one-room school setting, 
and a manual typewriter that some students used to typed 
their names.   
 

           
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

4th Graders from Lakeland Visit 
 

 On June 5th, two fourth grade classes from 
Lakeland Elementary School visited the Museum as 
part of their study related to artifacts of early settlers 
to Elk Rapids.  Mrs. Gutnecht’s class arrived in the 
morning and Mrs. Coleman’s class came in the after-
noon.  Jane Lund showed a variety of early items used 
by Elk Rapids settlers.  After the presentation, the   
students divided into groups and went on a scavenger 
hunt to find the items located throughout the Museum.   
The students found an 2000 pound safe owned by 
Dexter-Noble company, a croquet set, a spinning 
wheel, pig iron slag, shoe forms used to make shoes, 
early skis, an Indian canoe, and McGuffy readers,  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
      McGuffy readers in a one-room schoolhouse. 
 
 
 
               

  
 
  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stained Glass Window Research 
     Ruth Bay became familiar with our organization and efforts to  restore our historic stained glass windows 
through contacts with Marcia Graham, a Board member, and Jane Lund, a past Board member who continues on 
our  Museum Committee.  Last fall, Ruth volunteered to research the    
genealogical history of the families who were donors of the stained glass 
windows.  She has been gathering information ever since.   
 

        Glenn Neumann contributed important information to Ruth about 
one donor, Milford Matthison, who was a past editor of the Elk Rapids  
Progress newspaper.  Dorothy Dowd shared pictures with Ruth of her  
relatives, Ora and Hattie Kline, who donated another window.  Especially  
important was the information from Dorothy that the Klines were buried 
in Maple Grove Cemetery.  As a result, Ruth was able to find birth and 
death  dates, not only for the Klines but also, for some of the other      
window donors.  Ruth will share her research with us at our September 
2018 program.  

Ruth Bay & Marcia Graham  
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            *** Business Partners *** 
These Business Partners, over the years, have annually made generous contributions to our Museum's operating budget. 
We are grateful for their continuous support!  

            *** Program Sponsors *** 
Two years ago,  the Elk Rapids Area Historical Society began a program inviting businesses to help sponsor our monthly  
programs.  We thank the following businesses who are sponsoring  our 2017 programs: 

Programs & Events for 2017 
At the Museum, 301 Traverse Street, corner of Pine Street unless otherwise noted 

    Doors open 1/2 hour before start time    
 

     July 6th, 2017 (First Thursday, 7:00 P.M): Jim McClurg, “Shanty Boys, Swampers, and River Hogs: 
               Lumbering Around Elk Rapids 1860-1900” 
 
    August 10th, 2017 (Second Thursday, 7:00 P.M): Tom Gordon, “Northern Michigan in WWII” 
 
    September 7th 2017 (First Thursday, 7:00 P.M): Bea Freidlander, “Animals in the Civil War: Beyond Old 
                                                                                                           Abe and Traveller ” 
 
    October 5th, 2017 (First Thursday, 6:00 PM): Potluck and Program at First Presbyterian Church, 
                                  404 Spruce Street, Elk Rapids (corner of First Street). 
                                  Note: this location is not the Museum building. 
                                  6:00 pm Potluck Dinner (Admission:  Dish to Pass) 
                                  7:00 pm  a Program: Herb Tipton, “Antrim County Iron Works” 

 All Smiles Dentistry  Elk Rapids Primary Care  Short’s Brewing Company 

 Chef Charles  Fitzpatrick Insurance Agency  Siren Hall 

 Chemical Bank  Ice Cream Peddlers  The Flour Pot 

 Common Angle, Inc.  Kellie Sergent, Century 21, Northland   The Moose 

 Cone Corral & Pizza  Re/Max of Elk Rapids  The Nature Connection 

 Edward Jones  River Pharmacy  Town Club 
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Yes! I want to support The Elk Rapids Historical Museum!  

Gift Amount:   $50   $100   $200   $500   $1,000  $2,500   Other 

  

 I have enclosed a check payable to ERAHS Please print clearly: 

 
Name     

Summer address      

City/State/Zip Code        

Winter address (if different)       

City/State/Zip Code      

Phone     

E-Mail    

I wish to be recognized for this donation    Yes     No 

If yes, please list my/our name(s) as    
 

I would like to give my gift        in Honor of  in Memory of 

Name____________________________________________________________ 
   (please include a note with acknowledgement information) 

 

           Mail to: ERAHS, P.O. Box 2, Elk Rapids MI 49629-0002 

Become a member of ERAHS 

and receive free admission to 

monthly programs and other 

benefits: 

 Single - $25 

 Family - $40 

 Business - $50 

 Patron - $100 

The Elk Rapids Area Historical 
Society is a 501C (3) non-profit  
corporation. Contributions are 

 tax-deductible to the extent  
allowed by law. 

 

 Thank you  for your  support! 
www.elkrapidshistory.org 

The History of the Elk Rapids Swan 

      
 
      In 1966, Chamber President, Clare Camfield, 
asked a local resident, Dr. John Tschudy to design a 
float to carry Miss Elk Rapids in the Cherry Festival 
and Harbor Days parades.  Dr. Tschudy and Joseph 
F. Yuchasz, father of the current Elk Rapids Cinema 
owner, Joe Yuchasz, began assembling this 
"masterpiece.” 
    
     Less than one week prior to the Cherry Festival, 
the swan was still incomplete.  With the help of Dr. 
Tschudy's friends, the Elk Rapids  Rotarians pitched 
in to finish the project for its debut. 
 
     They originally used scrape lumber, plywood 
stringers and chicken wire to construct the frame.  Its 
design was made for the Queen to stand in the back 
end of the swan.  The neck was designed to fold 
down for ease in transporting it to various parades.  
 
     The next year the swan appeared once again in 
the parade, this time with plastic flowers.  Over the 
years the swan has undergone many changes to its 
facade including metal lathing, plaster and finally 
cement. 
 

       
 
 
     In the early 1970's the swan found its way to its  
permanent home at the Elk Rapids Area Chamber 
of Commerce building on US 31. 
 
     A dent in the front side of the swan’s body was 
from a local radio station DJ who backed into it.  
The Chamber was unaware of who had marred the 
swan until they heard him announce it on the radio. 
 
     The swan measures approximately 15 feet tall 
and weighs several hundred pounds.   
 
 
 
 
 
Article researched and text  
provided  by our “Museum  
Committee” volunteer, Jane Lund 

http://www.elkrapidshistory.org/
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Deliver to: 

Now 

 

                           Welcome to New Members  
Since October 1, 2016 

 

   Brenden Burke       Rick & Marcia Reynolds 

   Gerald & Ann Craig     Ben Scheiwe 

   Jack & Donna Fahlen     Kellie Sergent 

   Lori L. Findley       Shen Smith 

   Robert LaChance & Carol VanderHarst  Emily Sullivan 

   Amy & Eric Hansen     Gary & Marcia Sumerix 

   Jeff Haven      Ron & Pat Turner 

   Suzanne Pedersen Kowalkoski   Tom & Veronica Welter 

   Norm & Ann Neuenschwander   Michelle & Berry Zeeman 

   Michael S. Peterson      


