
 

  

   

 

Summer 2019 Newsletter 

 

HISTORY MUSEUM 
2019 GARAGE SALE 

AUGUST 9, 10, 11 

10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

301 Traverse St. 

 The History Museum will be holding a Garage Sale on August 9, 10, and 11.  Last year’s  
first attempt with such an event was so successful and so much fun that we will be doing it again  
with a larger tent and more treasures to sell.  

 Donations are being accepted every Wednesday and Saturday from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the  
Museum.  Please call Marcia Graham at 231–599-2829 to discuss special donations or questions 
about donations.    
        YES            NO     

      Books and Audio Books           Child Car seats 
      CD’s/Cassette tapes            Chipped or Damaged Items  
      DVD’s/ VHS’s             Clothes 
      Collectibles            Exercise Equipment 
      Crafts                        Infant Cribs 
      Costume Jewelry            “Junk” 
      Kitchen Ware            Large Furniture or Appliances 
      Lamps             Mattresses 
      Small appliances            Mismatched Sets 
      Small furniture (that one person can carry)         Old TV’s & Electronics 

      
                                                                         Volunteers Wanted for Garage Sale 
 We are looking for volunteers who have three hours to spare on the days of our Garage 
Sale.  You can work 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. or 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  Work will involve showing 
shoppers what we have on display on tables and helping pack purchased items outside behind the 
Museum building.  Extra volunteers will be needed Thursday, August 8 anytime from 10:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. to help set items out for  sale. Call Judy Hahn Fishbeck at 231-941-8561 or 
email:  jihahn@charter.net.  Please indicate day(s) and time(s) that interest you as well as your 
phone number and email address. 

mailto:jihahn@charter.net
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Board of Trustees 
Dan LeBlond   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .President 

Dan Ernst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vice President 

Florence Wettlaufer  . . . . . . Secretary/Treasurer 

Judy Hahn Fishbeck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trustee 

Don Gaskell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Craig Handley. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Marcia Graham. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

Dave Lein . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trustee 

Kathy Peterson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trustee 

Adam Schuler . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trustee 

Dan Wettlaufer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trustee 

History Museum 
 301 Traverse St. (corner of Pine) 

Open June through  August 
Wednesdays and Saturdays 1-4 p.m.  

Or by appointment  231-264-5692 
 

Admission by donation 
Free to members, children, students 
Non-members:  donations accepted 

Phone:  231-264-5692 
Website:  www.elkrapidshistory.org 

 

 

Mr. Building & Grounds 
Board Member 
    

     Since joining the Elk Rapids History 

Museum Board in 2009, Dan Wettlaufer has 

been repairing, repainting, and fixing   

whatever needs to be done inside and  

outside the building.  Dan was a history  

major in college and attended Civil War 

Round Table meetings downstate with Dan 

LeBlond.  After moving to the Elk Rapids area, Dan donated 

Dale Gallon Civil War prints to the  Museum in memory of 

his mother.  Soon after that he agreed to become a Board 

Member. 

 Retired as a School Psychologist, Dan lives with his 

wife Flo, another Board member, and their cat Buttons on 

Torch Lake.  They are in the Elk Rapids area for six months 

and Bonita Springs, Florida for the winter months.  They 

have one married son, who lives in Ann Arbor, and a grand 

dog named Pepper.  As long as there is a need for  

maintenance and Dan is able to do it, he will be here for us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elk Rapids Area Historical Society 
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 2 
Elk Rapids, MI 49629-0002   

 

Historical Marker Installation 
Dan & Howard Richter 

       Historical Brick Repair  
         Dan & Ross Graham 

                Sidewalk Repair  
Dan & Ross Graham 

2017 Harbor Days Parade 
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  Welcome Back 
History Guides   

         We are pleased to 
welcome back our high 
school student History 
Guides who are returning 
for their second summer 
under our Community 
Service Scholarship  Program.  Tanner McLean has 
moved up to helping with the technical aspects of 
our monthly programs.  Ellie Ward will now be a 
Museum Greeter when the need arises.  Meredith 
Perron and will continue volunteering on our open 
days (Wednesdays/Saturdays).  

      We have added a new student 
to our  Program this summer, 
Amelia Beatty.  Amelia will be a  
Sophomore in September.  Her 
hobby is writing, particularly  
historical and fantasy fiction.  
She participates in school         
musicals and has volunteered at 
an animal  shelter.   

Amelia lives with her parents, an older sister in  
college, two dogs and one cat.  We look forward to 
having another responsible student representing the 
history museum 

  Community 
Cash Results 
 
 
    The Annual Village  
Market Community Cash 
campaign came to an end 
Memorial Day.  With the 
help of our members and 
friends, we collected 
$39,488.75 in receipts.   
 
     Last year, Village  Market distributed 2% of 
the value of the receipts collected to our          
organization.  This means that we could receive 
approximately $789 from Village Market if they 
distribute at the same percentage as last year.   
 
     Thank you again to everyone who took the 
time to remember to save Village Market receipts 
from Labor Day to Memorial Day for us.   

The Advantage of Technology 

            
          For the last two years, 
Dan LeBlond, ERAHS’     
President, and Flo Wettlaufer, 
ERAHS’ Secretary/Treasurer 
have been using remote     
electronic access to work on  
the main computer at the    
Museum.  During the winter 
months, when they are in Florida, they have been able 
to access records and information stored on our office 
hard drive as well as to exchange  documents, letters, 
and information in order to conduct the  Museum’s     
business while they are gone.   
  
          In updating our Constitution and Bylaws, Board 
members have been afforded the opportunity to attend 
meetings and vote remotely.  Beginning with the next 
fiscal year, which starts October 1, 2019, Dan will be 
using the advantages of remote electronic access to 
continue working as President of ERAHS.  He will be 
conducting our meetings using conference calls and 
will continue managing and updating our website as 
well as our email notifications to members about   
programs and items of special interest.  Other         
responsibilities that he will be able to continue include 
arranging for speakers for our monthly programs and 
the advertising associated with the monthly programs.  
He will also continue formatting our Newsletter which 
he has done remotely from Florida for past issues. 
 
 ERAHS is truly fortunate to have someone 
who is so involved and dedicated to the success of the 
History Museum that he has found a way to continue 
doing so without physically being present in Elk  
Rapids.  Both Dan and the ERAHS’ Board are  
looking forward to the challenge of making this  
arrangement become a success story. 

          Membership Renewal 

Renewal letters were sent out in 

late May reminding members 

about membership dues.        

Expiration of all memberships 

now occur on June 30th of each 

year.  If you have already paid 

your dues – THANK YOU.  If 

you have not yet paid your dues, we are still 

accepting payments.  
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 Ideas for Future Programs 
 

Pew For Sale 

 

2019 First Visitor  

Stanley Steamer - Spring Cleaning Day  - April 10th 

When you walk into the History 
Museum this year, you may notice 
that things look a little brighter.  
That is because the upstairs carpet 
was cleaned for the first time 
since acquiring the building in 
2011.   Thanks to Karen  
Szymanski who arranged for 
Stanley Steamer to clean and  
repair our carpeting in the upper 
level.  Before that could be done, 
all items that could be moved 
were placed on the pews or on top 
of tables.  After the cleaning, all 
the items had to be returned to 
their original places.  A crew of 
seven plus  Karen finished the job 
in short order. 

Pew for sale.  About 8-1/2 feet wide.   
Call Marcia Graham, Trustee  231–599-2829. 

    

The History Museum opened its 
doors to the  public on June 1st.  
Our first visitor was Jeff Morden 
who had written a book about 
his family and donated it to the  
History Museum when Glenn 
Neumann was still with us. 
 
Jeff’s family moved from Flint 

to Elk Rapids in the 1950’s and lived on Ottawa 
Street for many yeas.  He now lives in California but 
has not forgotten Elk Rapids and the History        
Museum. 

Our Cleaning Crew 
Backrow ( l to rt):  Tim Peterson, Chuck 
Fierle, Jackie Weber, Ann Craig 
Frontrow (1 to rt):  Mary Fierle, and Jane 
Lund 

     Many of the monthly programs that we have had in the 
past have come from referrals by people who attend our  
programs.  We want to know what you would like to see in 
future monthly programs.  
 
      If you have attended or know of a program you think 
would be interesting for our audience, please contract  
Dan LeBlond, ERAHS president 231-392-6944.   
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AUGUST 2019 PROGRAM 

August 15, 2019 – 7:00 p.m. 
ELK RAPIDS HISTORY MUSEUM 

NASA and the Space Program 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
     Peter Lawrie will present a short history of 
NASA as well as NASA today.  
     He has served as a consultant to NASA when 
the Space Shuttle Columbia carried the 
“Ladybugs in Space” experiment into orbit on 
July 23, 1999.  He founded Orion’s Quest in 
2004 and serves as its Executive Director. 

OCTOBER 2019 PROGRAM 

October 3, 2019 – 7:00 p.m. 
ELK RAPIDS HISTORY MUSEUM 

Gravestone Symbolism 
 

JULY 2019 PROGRAM 
 

July 11, 2019  -  7:00 p.m. 
ELK RAPIDS HISTORY MUSEUM 

Elk Rapids History: Dating Its Pictures 

 

SEPTEMBER 2019 PROGRAM 

September 5, 2019 – 7:00 p.m. 
ELK RAPIDS HISTORY MUSEUM 

Edmund Fitzgerald  
The Stories, The Song 

 

     Using pictures from the Museum’s photo  
archives, local historian, Joe Yuchasz, will 
point out “clues” that indicate when the  
photograph was taken.  
 
   Joe grew up in Elk Rapids and is the owner  
and operator of the Elk Rapids Cinema. He has 
a vast knowledge of the town’s history.  

   Mike Fornes has performed for a decade at 
the Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum’s annual 
bell-tolling ceremony for the lost souls of the 
Edmund Fitzgerald.  
   His interaction with surviving family  
members of the lost crewmen generate many 
first-hand accounts of the tragedy and of how 
Gordon Lightfoot’s iconic song was written. 

   Showing pictures of tombstones of the  
famous and infamous, including his distant 
cousin, Clyde Barrow (of Bonnie and Clyde 
fame), Mr. Al Bryant will explain the  
symbolism used in designing gravestones and 
the various types of markers. 
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Program Lineup for 2019 

at the Museum - 7:00 p.m. 

 
   July 11th              -   Joe Yuchasz       - “Elk Rapids History - Dating Its Pictures” 
    August 15th        -  Peter Lawrie      - “NASA and the Space Program” 
    September 5th  -   Mike Fornes      - “Edmund Fitzgerald—The Story, The Song” 
    October 3rd       -   Skip Bryant        - “Gravestone Symbolism” 

  *** Business Partners *** 

Alden State Bank and Village Market, over the years, have annually made generous contributions to our operating budget..       

We are grateful for their continuous support!  

 *** Program Sponsors *** 

We thank the following businesses who are sponsoring our 2019 programs: 

 All Smiles Dentistry  Farmer White’s  Philip Settles, Attorney at Law 

 Burnette Foods, Inc.  Fitzpatrick Insurance Agency  Pine Hill Nursery 

 Camille Campbell, Associate Broker  Gill-Roy’s Hardware & Lumber  Raymond James 

 Chef Charles  Guntzviller’s Spirit of the Woods Museum  Re/Max of Elk Rapids 

 Cone Corral & Pizza  Ken’s Body Shop of Elk Rapids  River Pharmacy 

 Corner Drugs  Kellie Sergent, Century 21, Northland  Short’s Brewing Company 

 Edward Jones  Kolu’s $5 Meal Deal  Stonehedge Art Gallery 

 Elk Lake Floral & Greenhouses  Larry G. Wilson, CPA  Team Elmer’s 

 Elk Rapids Chiropratic Center  LochenHeath Golf Club  The Place 

 Elk Rapids Primary Care  Michigan Lake Products  Town Club 
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Yes! I want to support The Elk Rapids Historical Museum!  

Gift Amount:   __   $50   __   $100   __  $200   __ $500   __   $1,000  __    Other $______ 

____   I would like to support the Elk Rapids Area Historical Museum 

_____       I would like to support the Community Service Scholarship Program 

Please print clearly: 
 

     

Address     

      

Phone    

    

I would like to give my gift __ in honor of in memory of: 
 

____________________________________________________________ 

 
I would like a letter acknowledging my gift   Yes  No 

 include a note with acknowledgement information) 
            

         Mail to: ERAHS, P.O. Box 2, Elk Rapids MI 49629-0002 
501C (3) non profit corporation. 

Contributions are  tax deductible to extent allowed by . 

Credit Card Payments 
Now Accepted!     

 

 
Card Number: 

_____________________________________ 

Expiration Date: ___________________ 

Zip Code of Card:___________________ 

Three digit code:___________________ 

  (on back of card) 

 

Signature: 

_____________________________________ 

Thank you for your support! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

 

 

 

Quester’s 

Visit  

June 12th  

 

                            Attention! 

     The Elk Rapids Area Historical 
Society will publish a new, 
updated History of Elk Rapids in 
2020.  

 

 

 

 

      If you have Elk Rapids family 
history information or photos you 
would like to have considered for 
inclusion in this new book, please 
call Jackie Weber at the History 
Museum.  231-264-5692. 

 The Elk Rapids History Museum was 
pleased to host a presentation for the Elk Rapids 
and Traverse City Questers on June 12th.  About 
15 members spent the  
afternoon at the  
Museum hearing a 
presentation on the  
history of Elk Rapids 
harbor and then doing 
an arm-chair tour of 
the History Museum 
itself. 

Elk Rapids Harbor History 
Presented by Dan LeBlond 

     Quester Guests 
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Deliver to: 

Now 

 

 

       History Museum Elementary School Program 

                  

                 June 4—Fourth Grade Visit to Museum      May 16 - Visit to 2nd Grade 


